
 
 

Council for a Strong America 2018 End of Year Wrap-Up 
 
In 2018, Council for a Strong America (CSA) won significant victories on behalf of 
children and youth at the national and state levels. Through its five organizations and 
nearly 10,000 members - Fight Crime: Invest in Kids, Mission: Readiness, ReadyNation, 
Shepherding the Next Generation, and Champions for America’s Future - CSA 
educated policymakers, generated earned media, released detailed research reports 
and briefs, launched social media campaigns, and collaborated closely with allies to 
achieve significant impact on state and federal policy across the nation that will help our 
next generation grow up educated, healthy, and ready for productive lives. Please find a 
few highlights of select accomplishments below. 
 

Federal Policy Accomplishments 
 
At the national level, CSA was active, up to the last minute, during negotiations for a 
sweeping budget agreement, which also became a vehicle for broader policy 
reauthorizations. This was the largest spending agreement Congress had passed since 
the 2009 stimulus bill. The key pieces of this bill that CSA played a large role in 
included:  
 
Maternal, Infant, Early Childhood Home Visiting Program (MIECHV): CSA was one 
of the most critical and vocal voices in the process to extend the federal home visiting 
program. Amidst the heavily partisan debate about health care, funding for the MIECHV 
program lapsed on September 30, 2017. Just as states were beginning to wind down 
their programs, a five-year reauthorization, at $400 million a year, was included in the 
Bipartisan Budget Act. Notably, CSA played a critical role, through extensive 
interactions with Speaker Paul Ryan and his staff, in ensuring that a House-passed 
detrimental state matching requirement was not included in the final bill. 
 
Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG): CSA led a policy and 
communications campaign that focused on the message that no matter how much 
money we spend on our defense budget, we won’t be a secure nation if we aren’t also 



investing in our earliest learners and future military leaders. The Bipartisan Budget Act 
included an historic agreement to add $5.8 billion to CCDBG, which essentially doubled 
federal funding for this program over two years. 
 
Children’s Health Insurance Plan (CHIP): This program also expired in September of 
2017. Leaders from the CSA membership organizations had long-advocated for 
extension of this program to ensure critical children’s health and mental health 
coverage. After receiving a six-year extension in January of 2018, the Bipartisan Budget 
Act included an additional four-year extension, which means CHIP is on solid footing for 
the next decade. 
 
Family First Prevention Services Act: This legislation, which CSA had spent several 
years advocating for, dramatically shifted the way that federal dollars for foster care 
could be spent in the states. States will now be allowed to spend these dollars to target 
kids at-risk of entering the foster care system and use them for evidence-based 
interventions for the children and families, including programs like home visiting and 
mental health services. 
 
Social Impact Partnerships to Pay for Success Act (SIPPRA): CSA led the first 
coalition around efforts to pass this legislation, which would allow for the federal 
government to enter in to social financing agreements to support programs that could 
demonstrate strong outcomes for education, social services, and other programs.  
 
Caring for Young Victims of the Opioid Crisis: CSA responded to the opioid crisis by 
launching a new campaign that spotlighted the devastating and often times generational 
effects of the crisis on children and families. CSA created a number of new reports that 
spotlighted critical issues like Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and the need for 
trauma-informed practices and strong early childhood programs, as well as the impact 
that the crisis has on babies born with Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome (NAS), and how 
Medicaid and additional federal funds are needed to address the needs of these babies 
and their parents. More than 1,300 Fight Crime: Invest in Kids law enforcement leaders 
authored a letter to Congress outlining the policies and programs that help care for the 
youngest victims of the opioid epidemic. This campaign played a key role in helping with 
the passage of the SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Act and ensuring 
significant resources were spent not just on addressing drug interdiction efforts and 
prescription reform, but also on children and families. 



 
 
CSA hosted a Congressional briefing on June 27th to highlight the importance of caring 
for young victims of the Opioid Crisis. Panel moderator Hon. Mary Bono asks (from left 
to right) Julie Redding, Clinical Director of the Community Caring Collaborative in 
Washington County, Maine; ReadyNation member Leah Curry, President of Toyota 
Motor Manufacturing West Virginia Inc;, and Fight Crime: Invest in Kids member Chief 
Ted Smith of Lincoln, New Hampshire about their experiences with the opioid crisis. 
 
Farm Bill: Congress passed a Farm Bill reauthorization this month that protects the 
integrity of the Supplemental Nutrition and Assistance Program (SNAP), which provides 
children with the nutrition they need to grow into healthy adults. The Farm Bill included 
extensions of two key programs to support better nutrition; the Food Insecurity Nutrition 
Incentive (FINI) Program supports local efforts to provide incentives for SNAP 
participants to purchase fruits and vegetables at farmers markets, and the SNAP-Ed 
program teaches participants about the importance of nutrition and physical activity. 
 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (JJDPA): Over the past four 
years, CSA has been working tirelessly to educate policymakers and raise awareness 
on the importance of juvenile justice reform. In total, we testified before Congress three 
times, held a briefing on Capitol Hill, did six media events, met with dozens of 
policymakers, placed numerous op-eds, collaborated with allies, and secured over 
1,200 signatures of our members on a letter to Congress urging reauthorization of 
JJDPA. After years of hard work, we were excited to see the JJDPA bill finally pass 
through Congress on December 13th. Please find our recent press release here.  
 
 
 



State Policy Accomplishments 
 
With nine state offices and members in all 50 states, CSA helped win more than 1.3 
billion dollars in new state-level funding for programs that will help kids succeed. CSA 
members were powerful voices for home visiting, child care, and preschool in the states. 
For example, CSA worked with allies to achieve legislative victories in California and 
Washington state for home visiting, which together expanded access to programs for 
thousands of families.  
 
In all of the states where we worked, members made an impact through their outreach 
to policymakers and media. To name just a few states, on April 11, Illinois Fight Crime 
members gathered at the Capitol and met with 16 policymakers, including the 
Lieutenant Governor. The same day, they also released a new report on the role of 
early childhood programs in protecting young children from the opioid epidemic. The 
press event generated more than 50 newspaper, television, and radio pieces. Later in 
the session, a key funding stream for birth-to-three programs in Illinois received an 
increase, and bills that significantly improved child care access and quality were 
passed. 
 
In Massachusetts, our members met with six policymakers and we published an op-ed 
from former Lieutenant Governor Tim Murray. We were excited to see a $20 million 
increase in support of the early childhood workforce and a $5 million increase for 
preschool planning grants. 
 
In Maine, numerous child care bills were introduced that would have weakened the 
quality and lowered standards. CSA’s members and the children’s advocacy community 
wrote member testimonies on these bills, orchestrated one-on-one conversations with 
our members and key policymakers, hosted a child care briefing for the HHS Committee 
early in the session, and took key policymakers on visits to see high-quality child care 
programs in their districts first hand. CSA, along with the Right From the Start Coalition 
that we co-lead with three other key partners, also hosted two sessions of Maine’s 
Children’s Caucus on child care in Maine. The end result of our efforts was that none of 
the harmful bills passed, two important amendments to the rules for family child care 
providers did pass, and the bill to raise child care voucher rates also passed. However, 
the child care voucher bill was vetoed by Governor Paul LePage. Acting quickly, CSA 
led the outreach to targeted policymakers -- especially more conservative policymakers 
to whom our members’ messaging is very compelling -- to override the veto. Veto 
overrides are rare and difficult to achieve, due to the fact that they require a two-thirds 
majority in both houses of the legislature. Thanks in part to the powerful impact of our 



members and with our allies, both the House and the Senate voted overwhelmingly to 
override Governor LePage’s veto.  
 

 
 
Brigadier General (Ret.) Jack Hammond and Brigadier General (Ret.) Gary Pappas met 
with Massachusetts Senate President Karen Spilka in June to discuss early childhood 
investments in the state.  
 
 

ReadyNation Held Global Business Leader Summit 
  

ReadyNation’s 2018 Global Business Leaders Summit convened more than 200 
business leaders from around the world in New York City in November. The Summit 
inspired and equipped business leaders and other key stakeholders to take action to 
support young children in order to build the current and future workforce. The event also 
featured special pre- and post-conference sessions for country teams that wanted to 
learn more about how to build a network of business champions for early childhood in 
their country. Highlights included: 
 
President and CEO of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Dr. Richard Besser 
facilitated a diverse panel of unexpected champions - Houston Police Chief Art 
Acevedo; James Lee Sorenson, Founder and Chairman, Sorenson Media; Rear Admiral 
(Ret.) Robert Besal, U.S. Navy; Dr. Stacy L. Spencer, Senior Pastor, New Direction 
Christian Church; and Olympic silver medalist figure skater Sasha Cohen - who 
discussed their different reasons for supporting early childhood. 
 



Five global executives discussed their personal and corporate commitment to early 
childhood. An international panel of experts conveyed the latest neuroscience and 
economic evidence. World Bank Vice President Annette Dixon discussed their new 
Human Capital Index. Twelve major business leaders received Business Champion for 
Children Awards. 
 
ReadyNation co-founder Rob Dugger, joined by 50 Summit participants, rang the 
NASDAQ closing bell with Scholastic Inc. in celebration of the Summit. Social media 
engagement was robust, with more than 38,000 Twitter impressions. 
 
In a live audience poll at the conclusion, 94% said the Summit gave them evidence, 
contacts or other information to help them take action in support of early childhood, and 
100% committed to take action in support of early childhood. Of the business leaders 
present, 94% said they now have the information they need to have a conversation 
about the importance of early childhood. 
 

 
 
From left to right: Dr. Richard Besser, President & CEO, Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation; Sasha Cohen, U.S. Olympic Silver Medalist, Figure Skating; James Lee 
Sorenson, Founder & Chairman, Sorenson Media; Art Acevedo, Chief of Police, 
Houston Police Department; Dr. Stacy L. Spencer, Senior Pastor, New Direction 
Christian Church; and Rear Admiral Robert E. Besal, U.S. Navy, Retired discussing the 
importance of early childhood at ReadyNation’s 2018 Global Business Leaders Summit.  
 
 
  



Mission: Readiness’ Childhood Obesity Campaign 
 

On October 10, Mission: Readiness released a new report on childhood obesity, 
Unhealthy and Unprepared, at the Association of the United States Army Annual 
Meeting and Exposition. Mission: Readiness members were joined at the event by 
Major General Frank Muth, Commanding General of U.S. Army Recruiting Command. 
This report was on the heels of news that the Army missed its recruiting goals for the 
first time in over a decade, and it highlighted that 71% of young adults do not qualify for 
military service, with 31% of that recruiting-aged population being too obese. A 
syndicated TV story about the report release aired on 17 stations in 11 states, with 
print/online stories in the Army Times, Daily Press (VA), Virginian-Pilot (VA), Stars and 
Stripes, Military Times, Politico Morning Defense, and Washington Examiner's Daily on 
Defense, and on Federal News Radio. 
 
In October, Mission: Readiness received the inaugural Jean Mayer Prize from Tufts 
University’s Gerald J. and Dorothy R. Friedman School of Nutrition Science and Policy. 
The award recognized Mission: Readiness’ collective efforts at raising awareness of the 
risks of diet-related disease and advocating for the landmark, bipartisan Healthy, 
Hunger-Free Kids Act passage and implementation, which fundamentally altered the 
National School Lunch Program to ensure kids were eating healthier food in schools. 
The prize, which the Friedman School aims to make the “Nobel for Nutrition,” was also 
awarded to former Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack, former Senator Tom Harkin, 
and the Center for Science in the Public Interest. Mission: Readiness members, Rear 
Admiral (Ret.) Jamie Barnett and Brigadier General (Ret.) Allyson Solomon, spoke at 
the award ceremony at the Tufts School of Nutrition in Boston. 
 

 



 
Left to right: Secretary Tom Vilsack, Admiral Jamie Barnett, General Allyson Solomon, 
John Hancock President & CEO Brooks Tingle, Senator Tom Harkin, and Dariush 
Mozaffarian, Dean, Friedman School of Nutrition Science & Policy with the Jean Mayer 
Prize.   
 

Building Support for an Accurate 2020 U.S. Census 
 

Decennial census data is used to allocate taxpayer dollars effectively, and businesses 
use the data to inform strategic decisions, such as where to locate new facilities. 
Numerous programs for low-income children and families receive federal funding based 
on  census data. Without accurate census data, funds for these programs will not be 
allocated effectively and disadvantaged families may not get the assistance they need.  
 
CSA engaged members from across the membership organizations, especially 
ReadyNation and Shepherding the Next Generation, to speak out and build awareness 
about the importance of maintaining the integrity of the 2020 Census to ensure an 
accurate count. ReadyNation staff recruited and engaged top business leaders for  the 
National Business Leader Task Force for an Accurate Census, which includes senior 
leaders from RE/MAX, Crayola, and Univision. The Task Force sent a sign-on letter with 
more than 50 signers  to influential policymakers educating them about the importance 
of fully funding the 2020 Census. Shepherding the Next Generation was similarly active 
in building the National 2020 Faith Leaders Census Council, working closely with Faith 
in Public Life, the National Association of Evangelicals, the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, and Mosaic to mobilize faith leaders to action. Mission: Readiness and Fight 
Crime: Invest in Kids’ retired admirals and generals and law enforcement leaders 
contacted key policymakers and utilized the media to underscore the national security 
and public safety reasons for supporting a well-funded census. In 2018, in addition to a 
series of educational meetings with key leaders, policymakers, and stakeholders, we 
produced a host of educational materials. We also engaged frequently with census 
coalition partners and look forward to building on our work throughout 2019 as we 
collectively work toward success in 2020.  
 
 
  



Raising Awareness and Support for Prenatal To Three Efforts 
 

During 2018, CSA deepened our efforts to hold up the importance of children’s earliest 
years, from prenatal through age three. Focusing on work in 13 states and at the federal 
level, we are deeply engaged in building awareness, engaging members of all five 
membership organizations, and educating decision-makers and the public about the 
critical development that occurs early in a child’s life. CSA staff are deeply engaged with 
state allies, national networks, and other stakeholders to leverage the influential voices 
of our members to detail how investments in high-quality programs such as infant and 
toddler child care and home visiting can strengthen families, communities, and our 
country. Some highlights of our work in 2018 included providing a speaker for ZERO TO 
THREE’s national Strolling Thunder, highlighting the importance of prenatal to three 
efforts at ReadyNation’s Global Business Summit on Early Childhood in New York City, 
and building closer relationships with allies in each state. 
 
Notably, CSA is looking forward to launching a major campaign around the importance 
of high-quality child care, including infant and toddler child care, in 2019. A highlight of 
the campaign will be a new report with national survey data of working parents of infants 
and toddlers, detailing the economic and workforce impacts of early child care 
difficulties on the workforce. 
 
Focus states for CSA’s work on prenatal to three issues include Colorado, Georgia, 
Michigan, Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, Texas, Washington, and Wisconsin. 
  

Police Training Institute 
 
The Fight Crime: Invest in Kids Police Training Institute (PTI) has successfully helped to 
bridge the gap between law enforcement and youth in the communities they serve. 
PTI’s “Connecting Youth & Communities with Law Enforcement” (CYCLE) curriculum 
and training program utilizes a proactive, dual approach that engages both young 
people and law enforcement.  
 



 
 

Law enforcement officers and youth together at a Police Training Institute CYCLE 
training.  
 
In 2018, PTI’s staff of career law enforcement professionals delivered CYCLE in Salt 
Lake City, UT, Compton, CA, Sacramento, CA, Dallas, TX, Auburn/Lewiston ME and 
Norman, OK.  In each location PTI staff works closely with community, youth based 
organizations to conduct  a series of listening sessions to begin the process of learning 
directly from community youth (15 - 24 years) on their experiences with law 
enforcement. PTI meets with community leaders and youth, followed up with visits with 
law enforcement leaders, training academies, field training officers and ride with officers 
to witness firsthand how they interact with the community.  Working closely with our 
community partners and law enforcement PTI hosts a town hall that features a panel of 
youth and law enforcement, as well as an audience of community members, to 
participate in an open discussion on police-youth interactions. PTI’s delivers CYCLE 
training and youth engagement over a period of two days for law enforcement and one 
day for the youth. During the training officers learn tools to better interact with youth and 
the youth learn about how they can be leaders in their community and interact with law 
enforcement.   
 
In September, 2018 the US Department of Justice, Office of Community Oriented 
Policing Services (COPS) awarded PTI a cooperative agreement grant  to deliver 
CYCLE in additional suburban, rural, and tribal jurisdictions. To reach more law 
enforcement officers and youth, PTI began to develop a Train the Trainer program and 
online portal that will provide resources for CYCLE trainers, law enforcement agencies, 
community organizations, and youth who want to continue working together and build 
on the initial training and engagement. 
 

 



Looking Forward to 2019 
 

As the 116th Congress and state legislatures begin their work in January,  CSA will  
continue hold up the importance of evidence-based policies and programs that support 
children and their families to reduce crime, increase our national security, build a skilled 
workforce, and strengthen families. With a divided Congress, bipartisanship will be more 
critical than ever, and CSA is poised to be an effective voice for policy change. For 
example, in 2019, we will be launching a new child care campaign across the country to 
educate policymakers and generate earned media about the importance of child care at 
both the national and state level. We will be releasing a new report in January that 
provides new data about the economic costs of the child care crisis for infants and 
toddlers.   
 
We are also excited to engage our compelling, dedicated members with the new 
leadership in so many states throughout the country. There will be significant 
opportunities to engage all five membership groups to support state investments for 
children from cradle to career. We looking forward to continuing to activate our 
members to raise awareness and support for our issues with decision-makers across 
the spectrum, and the public, in our role as an indispensable partner with our state and 
national allies. 
 


