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Mission
CME Group Foundation strives to empower future generations 
through education by:

Ensuring young children become proficient at math at the 
appropriate grade or developmental level; 

Providing K-12 students with computer science and financial 
education;

Using technology to personalize learning and improve student 
outcomes; and

Helping low income students succeed in college and career.
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Rationale 

• 2008 research indicated preschool children’s knowledge of math predicts later school 
success into high school and is a better predictor of later reading achievement than 
early reading skills.  

• An NSF report indicated preschool and elementary teachers math content and 
pedagogy knowledge was quite limited.

Began funding in 2008 and launched an Initiative in 2010.  The Foundation has invested 
$10 million through 2019 in:  
• Professional Development for Teachers of Young Children 

• Family Engagement in the Math Learning of Young Children

• Influencing Early Childhood Mathematics Policies
• Early Childhood Teacher Preparation in Mathematics

Early Math Education Initiative
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• If early childhood teachers improve the quality of their early math instruction by 
increasing their content knowledge and confidence in teaching it in engaging, 
developmentally appropriate ways,

• If early childhood teachers have the necessary tools to do so,

• If parents/caregivers of young children become knowledgeable in introducing 
mathematical concepts to their children and confident in their ability to do so, and

• If local education policymakers and university education schools deans and faculty 
understand the importance of early math education, the nature of early math 
instructional practices and their integration into the early education system,

Then Illinois’s young children will become proficient at their grade level and be prepared for 
success in mathematics later in their education

Early Math Education Initiative – Theory of 
Change
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