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• Towards sustainable 
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Overview of PSFU

Founding, - Membership - Mission - Mandate.

Mandate

Provide a platform to 

deliberate on private 

sector policy issues, 

research, advocacy 

and capacity building 

through BDS

Maintain a positive 

dialogue between the 

Private Sector and 

Government of Uganda.  



Situation & Demography of Children

55% of children 0-4 in 
Uganda live in child poverty. 
(3.7 million children)

38% of children aged 6-17 
in Uganda live in poverty.

10% of 3-5 year old children 
are enrolled in ECD centers 
with 62% in Kampala

By 2020 3 million children 
will not have access to pre-
primary education
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Some revealing Statistics continued

• 300+ die every day (largely due to preventable 
causes)

• 2m+ are stunted
• Only one third make it to secondary school
• Half of all women (55%) married as children
• ¼ of teenage girls pregnant
• 8m children experience some form of violence

Source: UNICEF Uganda



…….Our first steps - 2011
with Ban van Leer Foundation 

District Well Being Project in the North & North East of 
Uganda

Focus
Child care groups 
Fatherhood clubs 

Water, sanitation and hygiene
Village savings
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Child related Challenges stifle economic growth

The economy is much smaller
than it should be. WHY? 

• HIV/AIDS - ARVs
• Malaria – Mosquito Nets, 
• Dysentery/Cholera - ORS
• Pneumonia – blankets

For instance Uganda’s GDP is 
$26.5b with HIV/AIDS $35b GDP 
without it



s                                                     success
stories
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Collaboration and Partnerships

Advocacy
• ECD centres at Primary Schools
• Regulation and licensing of Pre-school facilities
• Child protection laws reviewed

Partnerships 
• PPP4CRP (Ministrty of Gender and Social Development)
• CRBP (UNICEF)
• Innovative financing mechanisms (UNICEF, Private 

Sector, Governmnet)
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PSFU experience in promoting ECD

• Early Steps Program – Mobilize Business Leaders to invest 
in young children at workplace, marketplace or community.

• Make the Workplace environment more responsive to
ECD challenges

• Public Private Partnership for Children’s Rights:
Ø Develop Child support Policies and legislation
Ø Institutionalize the Children Rights and business 

Principles
Ø Innovative financing by private sector to children 

priority areas 



Initial steps towards the campaign
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Working with Children Reachout Uganda



Progress: Companies signed on to CRBP

45 business and civic members
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Corporate 
involvement/Response:

Stanbic Bank: parental seminars
GEMs Cambridge: Learn through play
Vision Group: Corporate Seminars

“We are trying to pursue  careers at the same 
time raise families. Human resource personnel should 

give parental support to employees” 
Robert Kabushenga, CEO Vision Group

Total (U) Ltd: child care at work place
Diamond Trust Bank: family days
Finance Trust: Breast feeding support  

‘mama’s corner’



Corporate involvement:
• Vivo Energy - Family days for Employees
• International Hospital Kampala –On-site child care 

Centre 
• Nestle Equatorial East Africa – Uganda Ltd - Child-

parent coaching 
• Action Aid - Flexible work schedules  
• Vision Group - Toto magazine 
• All companies/organizations in Uganda - Parental 

leave 
• Stanbic Bank – launched ECD recently
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Stanbic Bank launches  Ggaba Market ECD in Bunga
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“Early Childhood Development is among the focus areas for our 
Corporate Social Investments”. Patrick Mweheire MD Stanbic Bank



Media support
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Policy Response so far:
• Inclusion of ECD in National 

Development Plan

• Launch of the PPP4CR policy

• Government to establish ECD 
centres in primary schools

• Governmnet to strengthen 
regulation of preschool

• Parliament passed the Children’s 
bill 2016



Country that does not invest in the young children, only 
mortgages its own future!

THANK YOU


