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Independent Living Program (ILP) 
 
California’s Independent Living Program (ILP) provides services until age 21 to certain 
categories of youth with prior or current foster care involvement. Federal ILP funding 
began in 1993 and was made more flexible by amendments through the Chafee Foster Care 
Independence Program in 1999. Program dollars can be used in any way that is 
“reasonably calculated to accomplish the purpose” enumerated in federal law to promote 
independence and self-sufficiency among youth who were or are in foster care.1 
 
For probation officers with foster youth on their caseloads, this program is a critical asset 
that can be leveraged to help support youth in decision-making skills, employment, 
educational support, housing, and other services to promote and support independence 
and promote a successful transition to adulthood. Youth may be eligible for Independent 
Living Program services if they were in foster care—including through an out-of-home 
placement order through probation—at any time on or after their 16th birthday. Youth 
may also be eligible if they exited foster care to a kinship guardianship2 at any age and 
received Kin-GAP payments at some point between the ages of 16 and 18 or exited foster 
care to a guardianship with a non-relative after the age of 8.3 
 
ILP services may include a wide range of resources such as housing, educational support, 
living skills training, individual and group counseling, services coordination, job skills, 
financial assistance with college or vocational schools, and more.4 Through ILP services, 
counties also provide stipends for youth over 18 who need assistance with independent living 
needs such as bus passes, housing deposits, utilities, and work or education related supplies.5 
 
More Information 
 
CDSS – Independent Living Program (ILP) 
http://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/Foster-Care/Independent-Living-Program 
 
Independent Living Program (ILP) Factsheet 
http://www.childsworld.ca.gov/res/pdf/ILP_FactSheet.pdf 
 
Los Angeles ILP Eligibility Portal 
https://www.ilponline.org/Eligibility/ 
 
                                                           
1 “A State to which an amount is paid from its allotment under subsection (c) of this section may use the 
amount in any manner that is reasonably calculated to accomplish the purposes of this section.” 42 U.S.C § 
677(d)(1). For a full description of the purpose of the program, see 42 U.S.C. § 677(a)(1)-(5). 
2 This includes youth who obtained a kinship guardianship through dependency or delinquency court. A 
guardianship obtained through probate court does not qualify. 
3 Welf. & Inst. Code §§ 11366 & 10609.45(b). 
4 For a more complete list, see Welf. & Inst. Code § 10609.4 and the California Department of Social Services 
Resource Page resource page, http://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/Foster-Care/Independent-Living-Program.  
A county can spend up to 30% of its allotted federal ILP funding on housing. See Welf. & Inst. Code §  10609.4(b)(1). 
5 Welf. & Inst. Code § 10609.3(e)(1). 
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