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Financial Aid and In-State Tuition for Post-Secondary Education 
 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
 Chafee Grants 
 Federal Pell Grants 
 California College Promise Grant (formerly known as the Board of Governors 

Fee Waiver) 
 Cal Grants 
 In-State Tuition 

 
Probation youth who are or have been in foster care are eligible for financial aid to help pay 
for post-secondary education. Each financial aid program has specific eligibility criteria. 
 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
 
Receiving financial aid for higher education begins with an application process called the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). It is important to apply during the 
priority application period—currently October 1 to March 2 in California—in order to get 
the maximum aid award. Those applying after the priority application period may receive 
less financial aid as funds run out.  
 
When filling out the FAFSA, current and former foster youth should be sure to check if they 
qualify for “independent” status.1 Youth who were in foster care at least one day after their 
13th birthday qualify as independent students,2 and are not required to have parental 
contributions in the calculation of their post-secondary financial assistance. Additionally, 
California College Promise Grant (formerly known as the Board of Governors (BOG) Fee 
Waiver), Cal Grant, and Pell Grant eligibility is linked to the student’s independent status on 
the FAFSA. 
 
Foster youth receiving a direct payment in a Supervised Independent Living Placement 
(SILP) do not need to report those payments as income on the FAFSA, as foster care 
payments are specifically excluded from financial aid calculations.3 Similarly, receipt of 
financial aid does not jeopardize ongoing eligibility for foster care benefits. Any financial 
aid received is not considered income for purposes of maintaining AFDC-FC eligibility. 
 
Because of immigration status, some students may need to complete a California Dream Act 
Application to apply for financial aid. The CADAA allows undocumented students who meet 
certain guidelines to apply for some types of financial aid, including private scholarships, 
university grants, community college waivers, and Cal Grants. Students who meet the 
eligibility requirements of AB 540 (see below) and students who have U Visas or 
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) are eligible.4 
 
FAFSA data is used to determine eligibility for further sources of aid from the state, school, 
or private financial aid providers. Sources of financial aid for foster youth include Federal 
Pell Grants, Cal Grants, Chafee Grants, the College Promise Grant Program, Scholarships, 
and Work Study Programs. 
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Chafee Grants 
 
Youth who were in foster care on their 16th birthday or at any point afterwards are eligible 
for Chafee Grants. This includes probation youth who were in out-of-home placement on or 
after their 16th birthday. In California, Chafee Grants for post-secondary school, including 
college or technical training, may be up to $5,000 per year. The number of grants available 
is limited so not everyone who applies receives one. Youth who apply but are denied due to 
lack of funding get bumped up on the priority list for the next year’s cycle of Chafee Grants.  
 
Chafee Grants can be used at any eligible college, university, career or technical school, 
including out-of-state schools. Chafee Grants can also be used to help pay for child care, 
transportation, and rent while enrolled in school. Once a Chafee Grant has been received, 
youth can continue to receive grants through age 23 without reapplying, though they must 
continue to submit the FAFSA or California Dream Act Application annually. Application 
processes may change so students should check state guidelines when applying.  
 
Federal Pell Grants 
 
Federal Pell Grants are a major source of college funding for low income students and 
amount to approximately $30 billion of financial aid nationally each year. Eligibility is 
based on financial aid, citizenship status, and other factors, including progress at a post-
secondary institution. Pell Grants do not need to be repaid by the recipient. Students who 
submit their FAFSA applications are automatically considered for federal Pell Grants. 
Applications must be completed before the Spring deadline each year. Pell Grant amounts 
change annually. For 2016-17, the maximum award amount was $5,815. 
 
California College Promise Grant (formerly known as the Board of Governors (BOG) 
Fee Waiver) Program 
 
The California College Promise Grant Program offers financial aid for foster youth and 
others in financial need who attend any of the State’s 113 community colleges. The College 
Promise Grant Program allows the per-unit enrollment fee to be disregarded for youth 
enrolled in community college if they were in foster care after age 13. Once a youth 
qualifies for the program, they must maintain satisfactory academic standing to continue 
receiving the fee waiver; however, current and former foster youth under the age of 25 are 
exempt from College Promise Grant Disqualification.5 In 2013-14, the College Promise 
Grant Program (then known as the BOG Fee Waiver Program) provided more than $803 
million in financial aid to more than one million students. 
 
Cal Grants 
 
Cal Grants provide funding for college or training that does not need to be paid back. To 
qualify, youth must meet financial and academic requirements.  
 
Cal Grants come in three different varieties – A, B, or C. Cal Grant A will pay tuition and fees 
at four year colleges and has a minimum grade point average requirement. Cal Grant B pays 
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a living allowance in addition to tuition and fee assistance after the first year at a two or 
four-year college. Cal Grant C provides help in covering the costs of a technical or career 
education and is available for up to two years. Cal Grants can only be used in California. To 
apply, students need to complete the FAFSA or California Dream Act Application.  
 
In-State Tuition 
 
In-state tuition is often much cheaper than out-of-state tuition for youth attending college 
in California. Foster youth—including youth in out-of-home placement through 
probation—may qualify for in-state tuition in California even if they were recently placed 
out of state, due to a special foster care exemption.6 Additionally, undocumented youth may 
receive in-state tuition if they attended high school in California for three years or meet 
other alternative eligibility criteria under AB 540. Undocumented students may also be 
eligible for state financial aid through the California Dream Act although they remain 
ineligible for federal aid.  
 
More Information 
 
California Student Aid Commission – FAFSA 
http://www.csac.ca.gov/doc.asp?id=1470 
 
California Dream Act Application 
http://www.csac.ca.gov/pubs/forms/grnt_frm/california_dream_act_faq.pdf  
 
CHAFEE grants 
https://chafee.csac.ca.gov/ 
 
AB 540 
http://ab540.com/ 
 
California Dream Act 
https://dream.csac.ca.gov/ 
 
U.S. Department of Education – Federal Student Aid: Federal Pell Grants 
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/grants-scholarships/pell 
 
Federal Student Aid 
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/FY_2016_Annual_Report_508.pdf 
 
California Community Colleges – California College Promise Grant (formerly known as the 
Board of Governors Fee Waiver) 
http://icanaffordcollege.com/en-us/financialaidinfo/typesofaid.aspx#bog 
 
California College Pathways 
http://www.cacollegepathways.org/financial-aid/four-types-of-aid/grants/ 
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John Burton Advocates for Youth 
http://www.jbaforyouth.org 
 
California Student Aid Commission – Cal Grant Program 
http://www.csac.ca.gov/doc.asp?id=981 
 
California Student Aid Commission – What is a CalGrant? 
http://www.csac.ca.gov/doc.asp?id=905 
 
                                                        
1 There is a question about foster youth status on the FAFSA. Foster youth automatically qualify for 
independent student status, but they have to answer “yes” if they were in foster care on or after their 13th 
birthday. If the student does not answer yes, then the student’s data may not be considered for other sources 
of financial aid that are categorically available to foster youth. 
2 Other students who qualify for independent status include students who are at least 24 years old, married, 
graduate students, veterans, or who have children for whom the student provides more than half support. 
3 Higher Education Act Section 480(e)(4). 
4 For more information and to see if a youth might be eligible, contact the California Student Aid Commission 
at http://www.csac.ca.gov.  
5 AB 1456 (2017); Board of Governors Fee Waiver Program and Special Programs Manual (2015), § 5.1, 
http://extranet.cccco.edu/Portals/1/SSSP/FA/BOGFWManualOctober2015Final.pdf. 
6 Cal. Educ. Code § 68085. 
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