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McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act 
 
The federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act was first passed in 1987 and 
provides legal protections and financial assistance aimed at addressing a variety of issues 
related to homelessness, including ensuring that homeless children and youth have access 
to education and the supports necessary to meet the same academic standards as other 
children. In 2016-17, more than 200,000 California students, or 3% of all students, 
reported being homeless.1 
 
Under McKinney-Vento, state educational agencies must ensure that each homeless child 
and youth has equal access to the same free and appropriate public education (including 
public preschool) as other children and youth. States and school districts are required to 
review and revise any laws, policies or procedures that may act as a barrier to school 
attendance and achievement for homeless youth.  
 
Much like the educational stability provisions for foster youth included in the Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), McKinney-Vento requires that homeless youth be permitted 
immediate enrollment in school regardless of whether the student has appropriate 
enrollment documentation or has access to transportation to and from a school of origin, 
and that every local education agency (LEA) appoint a local liaison for homeless children 
and youth.2 
 
The McKinney-Vento Act’s transportation requirements apply to all homeless children and 
youth for the duration of their homelessness and until the end of the academic year in 
which they move into permanent housing.3 The responsibility for funding that 
transportation lies with the LEA in which the homeless child or youth lives; if the child or 
youth begins living in an area served by another LEA, the original LEA and the new LEA 
must agree upon a method of apportioning the cost for the transportation.4 
 
Beyond the legal protections for homeless youth, McKinney-Vento also provides federal 
funding, through state grant programs, for implementation of comprehensive strategies 
aimed at addressing the educational challenges facing homeless youths. In California, 
county offices of education, local school districts, and independent charter schools may 
apply to the California Department of Education to access funds under the Education for 
Homeless Children and Youth (EHCY) grant program.  
 
More Information 
 
U.S. Department of Education Homeless Education Resource Page 
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg116.html  
 
CDE – Education for Homeless Children and Youth Resource Page 
https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/profile.asp?id=4084  
 
CDE – Resources for Homeless Children and Youth 
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/hs/cy/  
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1 For more information and a breakdown by school district, see Daniel J. Willis, California map shows hot spots 
of homeless students, EdSource, Oct. 2, 2017, https://edsource.org/2017/california-map-shows-hot-spots-of-
homeless-students/588165.  
2 See U.S. Department of Education, Non-Regulatory Guidance, Title VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act (July 2004), at 3, available at https://www2.ed.gov/programs/homeless/guidance.pdf.  
3 See U.S. Department of Education, Non-Regulatory Guidance: Ensuring Educational Stability for Children in 
Foster Care (June 2016), available at 
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/edhhsfostercarenonregulatorguide.pdf.  
4 See Non-Regulatory Guidance, Title VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, supra note 2, at 
19, available at https://www2.ed.gov/programs/homeless/guidance.pdf.  
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