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Proposition 47: The Safe Neighborhoods and Schools Act 
 
In November 2014, California voters approved Proposition 47, The Safe Neighborhoods 
and Schools Act, a criminal justice reform that reduced simple drug possession and some 
property crimes from felonies to misdemeanors, thereby realizing cost savings that would 
be reinvested in preventative and county-based services and interventions. Prop. 47 marks 
a shift in California’s approach to crime “to ensure that prison spending is focused on 
violent and serious offenses, to maximize alternatives for non-serious, nonviolent crime, 
and to invest the savings generated from this act into prevention and support programs in 
K-12 schools, victim services, and mental health and drug treatment.”1 Most of the resultant 
savings are allocated to the Board of State and Community Corrections for substance abuse 
and mental health services, and is available through competitive grants to local public 
agencies to cover services for youth in the juvenile justice system, as well as adults in the 
criminal justice system. Other reinvestment dollars go to education and victim services, 
respectively. 
 
Prop. 47’s reinvestment breakdown is as follows: 
 

 65% to Board of State and Community Corrections (BSCC) for substance abuse and 
mental health services; 

 25% to California Department of Education (CDE) for crime prevention and support 
programs in public schools; and 

 10% to victims of violence for victim services. 
 
The California Department of Finance estimates that over $45 million in savings were 
generated in 2016-17. Presuming ongoing savings, in 2017 BSCC awarded more than $100 
million in 3-year grant awards statewide, with Los Angeles receiving a fifth of the funding.2 
 
Many of the BSCC-funded Prop. 47 programs targeting youth in 2017 use the funding to 
expand the availability of Wraparound Services and to create opportunities for 
collaboration between county departments, such as probation, behavioral health care, and 
school districts. For example, the Tehama County Restore Program links the Adolescent 
Diversion Program (ADP) with mental health and substance abuse treatment. It also 
provides coordinated case management services connecting youth and their families to 
needed resources, including housing and employment. San Francisco’s Department of 
Public Health received $6 million to create the Promoting Recovery and Services for the 
Prevention of Recidivism (PRSPR) program, using peer-to-peer case management and 
intensive services to target substance abuse, unaddressed mental health issues, and 
homelessness among transition-aged youth and other adults with justice system 
involvement.3 
 
A quarter of Prop. 47 savings directly supports youth, potentially including juvenile justice 
youth, through the initiative’s 25% set-aside to CDE to improve student outcomes in K-12 
“by reducing truancy and supporting students who are at risk of dropping out of school or 
are victims of crime.”4 Local educational agencies can apply for Prop. 47-funded Local 
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Communities for School Success Program grants from CDE to support “evidence-based, 
non-punitive programs and practices to keep the state’s most vulnerable pupils in school.” 
Priority funding goes to local educational agencies with a high rate of chronic absenteeism, 
out-of-school suspensions, or school dropouts; districts in a high crime area; or districts 
with a high rate of foster youth enrolled. None of these funds are to be spent on law 
enforcement activities.5 In 2017, CDE awarded $37 million in three-year grants, which 
included a one-time supplement of $18 million in the 2016-17 budget to further support 
implementation of the Local Communities for School Success Program. 
 
More Information 
 
California Department of Education – Learning Communities for School Success Program 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ss/se/schoolsuccess.asp 
 
Board of State and Community Corrections – Prop. 47 and the BSCC 
http://www.bscc.ca.gov/s_bsccprop47.php 
 
California Courts – Proposition 47: The Safe Neighborhoods and Schools Act 
http://www.courts.ca.gov/prop47.htm 
 
Californians for Safety and Justice – MyProp47 
http://myprop47.org/ 
 
Proposition 47 Grant Project Summaries (Grant Cycle June 15, 2017 to August 15, 2020) 
http://www.bscc.ca.gov/downloads/2017-8-
29%20Prop%2047%20Project%20Summaries.pdf  
 
                                                      
1 California Secretary of State, Text of Proposed Laws (2014), at 70, available at: 
http://vig.cdn.sos.ca.gov/2014/general/pdf/text-of-proposed-laws1.pdf#prop47 
2 For a full breakdown, see Board of State and Community Corrections, 2017 Prop 47 Awards Recommended by 
the ESC, http://www.bscc.ca.gov/downloads/Prop%2047%20Award%20Recommendation.pdf.   
3 For a full list of project descriptions, see Board of State and Community Corrections, 2017 Proposition 47 
Grant Project Summaries, http://www.bscc.ca.gov/downloads/2017-8-
29%20Prop%2047%20Project%20Summaries.pdf.    
4 Text of Proposed Laws, supra note 1, at 71.   
5 S.B. 527 (2016). 
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