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Youthful Offender Block Grant (YOBG) 
 
The California Youthful Offender Block Grant (YOBG) program was created in 2007 through 
SB 81 and amended in 2009 by SBX4 13, the Courts Omnibus Bill on Public Safety. The 
YOBG program provides flexible funding to better support local jurisdictions as fewer 
youth are eligible for confinement in state facilities and are instead the responsibility of 
county-level departments. SB 81 limited the categories of offenders who can be housed in 
state custody through the Division of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) and moved non-violent, non-
serious, and non-sexual offenders from state to local control. Relatedly, SB 81 also 
appropriated YOBG funding to counties to provide enhanced services for the increased 
number of youth who fall under county supervision as a result of the change.  
 
Consistent with the intent to give counties broad flexibility to manage the realigned 
juvenile population, YOBG regulations allow counties to supplant funds and spend their 
allocations as needed based on an annually submitted plan.1 Some counties have chosen to 
use the flexible YOBG funds to offset cuts elsewhere in their budgets. Others have used 
them to provide the non-federal match for federally reimbursable programs, thereby 
allowing the funding to be stretched twice as far. Other counties use YOBG funding for 
infrastructure, to fill staffing needs, to build capacity, provide direct services, or subsidize 
the placement of juveniles. Given county flexibility in using these funds, YOBG expenditures 
reported by counties as of March 2017 range significantly, including funding six different 
types of placements, 33 types of direct services, and six types of capacity building 
activities.2 
 
To receive YOBG funding, each county’s local Juvenile Justice Coordinating Council (JJSC) 
must prepare or update a comprehensive multi-agency Juvenile Justice Development Plan 
each year that identifies how it plans to spend YOBG funds in the upcoming fiscal year and 
then submit a report to the Board of State and Community Corrections (BSCC) on the actual 
expenditures. These plans and reports are consolidated with plans and reports for the 
Juvenile Justice Crime Prevention Act (JJCPA) program.  
 
YOBG funding is allocated based on the number of each county’s juvenile felony court 
dispositions and each county’s overall population of youth. Each county receives a 
minimum allocation of $117,000. The allocation for YOBG in 2018-19 was $154.9 million.3 
 
Example of YOBG-Funded Program 
 
YOBG funding supports a variety of interventions and programs for youth throughout the 
state. One example of a project that is serving probation-involved youth is the Luna 
Evening Center in Santa Cruz County. 
 
Through the Luna Evening Center, the Santa Cruz County Probation Department provides 
additional support to probation-involved youth struggling with substance abuse as well as 
other high-risk behaviors. The Luna Evening Center offers a structured after-school 
environment for youth, providing mental health services, evidence-based practices, and 
culturally responsive programming. A short-term intervention, the program aims to 
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maintain probation youth in their homes and communities and ensure culturally-relevant 
supervision and services are being provided to youth with high risk factors. In 2015, the 
Luna Evening Center increased by 20% the number of youth receiving supervision and 
services there. 752 detention bed days were saved that year by using the Luna Evening 
Center as a detention alternative.4 
 
A 2015 grant from BSCC provided funding for a mental health clinician to address the 
unmet mental health needs of youth, as well as a Drop Off Center at the Luna Evening 
Center for police who have contact with probation youth—which aims to reduce new 
charges and address the risk factors that lead to police contact. 
 
More Information 
 
BSCC Annual Reports to the Legislature 
http://www.bscc.ca.gov/s_legreports.php 
 
Youthful Offender Block Grant Annual Report - March 2017 
http://www.bscc.ca.gov/downloads/BSCC%20YOBG%202017%20Leg%20Report.pdf 
 
                                                      
1 County plans are available at Board of State and Community Corrections, Youth Offender Block Grant (YOBG), 
http://www.bscc.ca.gov/s_cppyobg.php.  
2 See generally Board of State and Community Corrections, Youthful Offender Block Grant Annual Report 
(March 2017), http://www.bscc.ca.gov/downloads/BSCC%20YOBG%202017%20Leg%20Report.pdf. 
3 Personal communication with Drew Soderborg, Managing Principal Analyst, California Legislative Analyst’s 
Office (LAO), Jan. 16, 2018. 
4 Board of State and Community Corrections, Youthful Offender Block Grant Annual Report (March 2016), 
http://www.bscc.ca.gov/downloads/YOBG%20Final%20Draft%20w%20Orange%20Rev%204-19-
2016%20(New).pdf. 
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