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California Victim Compensation Program (CalVCP) 
 
Some youth in the juvenile justice system may also be victims of crimes.1 Consequently, 
they may qualify for funding through the California Victim Compensation Program 
(CalVCP), which is a reimbursement program providing financial assistance to crime 
victims. Since 1965 CalVCP has paid more than $2 billion to help victims of violent crime.2 
 
Youth may be eligible for CalVCP funding and services if they were a victim of a violent 
crime, including child abuse, domestic violence, DUI, human trafficking, robbery, sexual 
battery, online harassment, and others.3 Children who have directly experienced physical 
or sexual abuse, witnessed domestic violence, or any violent crime for which a police or 
Child Protective Services (CPS) report was filed in the state of California may qualify for 
services under CalVCP. For certain crimes, emotional injury alone is enough to qualify. 
Direct victims as well as family members of victims and other derivatives may also be 
eligible. The fund was modified in 2008 to allow minor witnesses to crime to be eligible for 
assistance even if they are not related to the crime victim. To qualify, the minor witness 
must have been in close proximity to the crime. 
 
Youth may not be eligible if they were involved in committing the crime or do not agree to 
cooperate with law enforcement (with some exceptions). The program cannot pay any 
expense for a person who is on felony probation, on parole, in jail, or in prison. 
 
CalVCP may help cover medical expenses (including dental), funeral expenses, mental 
health treatment, wage or income loss, loss of support for legal dependents, renovation of 
home or vehicle, relocation expenses, crime scene cleanup, veterinary fees, and more. 
 
CalVCP is considered the payer of last resort and can only pay for treatment expenses after 
other available sources of payment have been used. Those alternative sources include, but 
are not limited to, health insurance, workers’ compensation insurance, automobile 
insurance, Medi-Cal, and Medicare. CalVCP can only reimburse crime-related expenses, 
with limits on how much can be paid for each incident. 
 
Crime victims should contact the local Victim Witness Assistance Center in their county. A 
victim advocate at the center can help victims complete and submit required paperwork. 
The victim advocate can also help victims learn more about their rights in the criminal 
justice system. 
 
CalVCP is administered by the California Victim Compensation Board (CalVCB), which also 
oversees other victim programs in the state. Funding for CalVCP varies annually and comes 
from restitution fees and federal Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) grant funds.4 In 2012-13, 
CalVCP paid $62 million in victim compensation requests, of which more than $21 million 
was used for mental health services. Of more than 54,000 applications for CalVCP funding, 
over 19,000 (35%) were for minors. Annually, over half of all CalVCP funding goes toward 
medical and mental health services. 
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More Information 
 
The California Victim Compensation Board – CalVCP 
https://victims.ca.gov/victims/  
 
Improving State Programs for Crime Victims 
http://www.lao.ca.gov/reports/2015/budget/crime-victims/crime-victims-031815.aspx  
 
CalVCP FAQ 
https://victims.ca.gov/victims/faq/default.aspx 
 
                                                      
1 Studies have shown varying degrees of overlap between victimization and delinquency involvement among 
youth. One study suggested that being a victim by the age of 12 was a strong risk factor of being an offender 
by 15 and that, conversely, being an offender by the age of 12 suggests the youth will be a victim by age 15.  
Smith, D.J., Edinburgh Study of Youth Transitions and Crime Research Digest No. 5 (2004), available at 
www.esytc.ed.ac.uk/findings/published. Another study suggested that half of all offenders were at one point 
also victims.  National Institute of Justice, From Juvenile Delinquency to Young Adult Offending (Mar. 11, 2014), 
https://www.nij.gov/topics/crime/Pages/delinquency-to-adult-offending.aspx. 
2 More information is available from The California Victim Compensation Board, Focus on Restitution, 
https://victims.ca.gov/restitution/restfocus.aspx. 
3 For more information regarding eligible offenses, see Government Code §13955. 
4 Restitution funds are used to pull down federal dollars in California. CalVCP receives 60 cents in federal 
VOCA grant funding for every state dollar spent on eligible victims’ services. 
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