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2011 Public Safety Realignment 
 
California has gone through two major realignments, shifting funding and services 
responsibility from the state to the counties: 1991 Realignment (focused on health, mental 
health and human services) and 2011 Realignment (known as “Public Safety 
Realignment”). These two reforms fundamentally changed the way California funds its 
public systems by creating state block grants to counties to fund services. Such reform 
creates opportunities for flexibility and the prospect of surplus. Realignment also carries 
risks by attaching funding streams to tax revenues that are unrelated to actual need. 
 
1991 Realignment, enacted with the passage of the Bronzan-McCorquodale Act, dedicated 
certain revenue streams to counties for health, mental health, and human services 
programs, including community-based mental health services, state hospital services for 
civil commitments, and Institutions for Mental Disease. Revenue for the realignment was 
provided through a ½ cent sales tax and state vehicle license fees. 
 
The 2011 Public Safety Realignment further shifted funding and service responsibility to 
the counties by realigning law enforcement, social services, and behavioral health care. It 
also changed the funding of the CalWORKs Maintenance of Effort (MOE) to revenues that 
previously would have gone to mental health. Revenues to support 2011 Realignment 
include a 1.0625% sales tax and motor vehicle license fees. Further, Mental Health Services 
Act (MHSA) funds were used to fund realigned mental health services in the initial year 
(fiscal year 2011-12). 
 
2011 Realignment also came with constitutional protections via Proposition 30, which 
mandated that the State has to provide additional funding for any new State mandates, 
including new federal plans or waivers that would increase local costs. Additionally, 
Proposition 30 mandates that the State provide 50% of needed funds for changes to federal 
statutes or regulations as the result of legislation or litigation. 
 
2011 Realignment had a further impact on local criminal justice systems and was seen as 
the State’s central approach to dealing with prison overcrowding.1 It re-routed some 
populations from state prison to county jails and/or services, including low-level offenders, 
individuals on post-release community supervision, and most parole violators. 2011 
Realignment created an account and subaccount structure that includes criminal and 
juvenile justice funding streams. The Juvenile Justice Account includes the Youthful 
Offender Block Grant (YOBG) and Juvenile Reentry Grant (JRG) subaccounts. The Local Law 
Enforcement Service Account includes various district grant programs, including the 
Juvenile Justice Crime Prevention Act (JJCPA), Juvenile Probation Funding, and the Juvenile 
Camps and Ranches Grant. Local community corrections, district attorney, public defender, 
and trial court security were realigned, and so were health and human services (which 
includes public benefits programs as well as foster care and child welfare) and mental 
health (such as specialty mental health services, which include Medi-Cal EPSDT, Drug Medi-
Cal, non-Drug Medi-Cal substance abuse programs, drug courts, and perinatal drug services 
and treatment).  
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More Information 
 
CDCR Public Safety Realignment 
http://www.cdcr.ca.gov/realignment/ 
 
2011 Public Safety Realignment Factsheet 
http://www.cdcr.ca.gov/realignment/docs/Realignment-Fact-Sheet.pdf 
 
CSAC 2011 Criminal Justice Realignment 
http://www.counties.org/2011-criminal-justice-realignment-0 
 
BSCC Grant Funded Programs 
http://www.bscc.ca.gov/s_cppgrantfundedprograms.php 
 
2011 Realignment: Addressing Issues to Promote Its Long-Term Success 
http://www.lao.ca.gov/reports/2011/stadm/realignment/realignment_081911.aspx 
 
A Primer on 2011 Corrections Realignment: Why California Placed Felons Under County 
Control 
http://www.mcgeorge.edu/Documents/Publications/06_fazzi_FINAL.pdf  
 
                                                      
1 See, e.g., California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, Public Safety Realignment, 
http://www.cdcr.ca.gov/realignment/ (calling 2011 Public Safety Realignment the “cornerstone of 
California’s solution to reduce overcrowding, costs, and recidivism”).  
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