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Mentally Ill Offender Crime Reduction (MIOCR) Program 
 
California’s Mentally Ill Offender Crime Reduction (MIOCR) grant program supports locally 
developed collaborative projects aimed at reducing criminal justice system involvement of 
youth and adults with mental health disabilities. Administered by the Board of State and 
Community Corrections (BSCC),1 the MIOCR program received $18.8 million from the State 
Budget Act of 2014-15 and another $1.7 million in the State Budget Act of 2015-16. Half of 
all MIOCR funding supports projects for adult offenders and half supports projects for 
juveniles. MIOCR provides three-year competitive grants and requires final project 
evaluations to be submitted at the end of the three-year grant cycle. 
 
In addition to improving outcomes for youth with mental health needs, one of the program 
requirements is to provide these youth with alternatives to detention, including 
interventions anchored in an evidence-based treatment model (e.g., Family Functional 
Therapy, Multisystemic Therapy, and Multi-Dimensional Treatment Foster Care) and many 
that incorporate promising practices (e.g., Mental Health Courts). A statewide evaluation of 
MIOCR showed that providing appropriate mental health and support services reduced the 
involvement of mentally ill persons in the justice system.2 
 
MIOCR grants focused on youth with juvenile justice system involvement should include 
strategies with proven effectiveness or “has evidence-based support for effectiveness in the 
remediation of mental health disorders.”3 These strategies include short-term and family-
based therapies and collaborative service agreements.  
 
MIOCR has received sporadic funding over the years with the prospects for continued 
funding unclear. After a predecessor MIOCR program focused on adult offenders lost 
funding after 2004, MIOCR was re-established in 2006 with the first round of funding in 
2007-08 set at $22 million, divided between adults and juveniles. The next round of 
funding in 2008-09 was set at $20 million after a 10% reduction due to the economic 
recession. After a six-year absence, additional MIOCR funding was made available in 2014-
15 and 2015-16. MIOCR funding requires a minimum of 25% match with funding priority 
given to applications that exceed 25%. The match may be cash or in-kind.4 
 
The current cycle of MIOCR funding supports 21 projects in 17 counties. BSCC is required 
to evaluate the effectiveness of MIOCR programs in reducing crime, incarceration, 
placement levels, early releases, and local criminal and juvenile justice costs.5 
 
Examples of MIOCR-Funded Programs6 
 
MIOCR funding has been used for a variety of interventions and programs. Some examples 
among the 21 projects in the current three-year funding cycle (July 2015-June 2018) are 
below. 
 
Riverside County has developed an Intensive Re-Integration Services (IRIS) model, which 
uses a three-phase approach to support youth with mental health disabilities in the 
juvenile justice system. The first phase uses in-custody services that seek to decrease 
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problematic manifestations of mental health disabilities through a multi-modal and 
evidence-based approach. The second phase focuses on life skills in preparing the youth to 
re-enter the community, and emphasizes education, employment, and life skills training. 
The third phase focuses on providing appropriate therapeutic and supervision services in 
the community so that youth can remain stable and thrive after release from confinement. 
 
San Joaquin County has created a specialty juvenile mental health court with MIOCR 
funding. Their Court for Individualized Treatment for Adolescents (CITA) provides early 
intervention and screening to eligible youth. The court also uses a collaborative approach 
that includes a dedicated team from across the juvenile justice and children’s mental health 
systems, intensive supervision and therapeutic support in the community, including 
Cognitive Behavioral Interventions, Aggression Replacement Training, and substance abuse 
treatment. 
 
Shasta County uses MIOCR funding for its Wraparound Interagency Network for Growth 
and Stability (WINGS) program. WINGS adopts a strength-based approach to better 
support families of high risk youth with mental health disabilities. Services are delivered 
through an interagency family treatment team and are based on individualized treatment 
plans that address the specific needs of the youth and families. The teams are made up of 
probation officers, social workers, parent partners, skill builders, mental health clinicians, 
and other adults who are meaningful to the youth. 
 
Yolo County uses MIOCR funding to expand its Wraparound services focused on youth 
with juvenile justice system involvement and mental health disabilities. The Wraparound 
program coordinates and facilitates an appropriate interagency response that includes 
community-based mental health services and interdisciplinary teams to coordinate 
transition. 
 
More Information 
 
BSCC Grant Funded Programs  
http://www.bscc.ca.gov/s_cppgrantfundedprograms.php 
 
BSCC Mentally Ill Offender Crime Reduction Grants 
http://www.bscc.ca.gov/s_cppmiocrgrant.php 
 
2015 MIOCR Juvenile Project Summaries 
http://www.bscc.ca.gov/downloads/Juvenile%20Project%20Summaries.pdf 
 
MIOCR Legislative Report 2016 
http://www.bscc.ca.gov/downloads/MIOCR%202016%20report%20FINAL.PDF 
 
                                                      
1 Cal. Penal Code § 6045. 
2 Corrections Standards Authority, MIOCR Matters Data Supplement Issue (February 2007–February 2008). 
3 Cal. Penal Code § 6045.2(c)(3). 
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4 Cal. Penal Code § 6045.4(b)-(c). 
5 For more information about the evaluative process, see Board of State and Community Corrections, Mentally 
Ill Offender Crime Reduction Grant Program: Legislative Report 2016, 
http://www.bscc.ca.gov/downloads/MIOCR%202016%20report%20FINAL.PDF.  
6 All program descriptions are from the 2015 MIOCR Juvenile Project Summaries. Board of State and 
Community Corrections, Mentally Ill Offender Crime Reduction Grant Program Juvenile Grant Project 
Summaries (2015), http://www.bscc.ca.gov/downloads/Juvenile%20Project%20Summaries.pdf 
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