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Subsidized Permanency Funding 
 Kinship Guardianship Assistance Payment (Kin-GAP) Program 
 Adoption Assistance Program (AAP) 

 
Youth in foster care, including probation youth in out-of-home placement, are entitled to 
permanency planning with the goal of exiting placement to guardianship, adoption, or 
reunification with parents.1 Most probation-involved youth who achieve permanency but 
do not return home to parents obtain legal guardianship. The funding available to the youth 
as the result of obtaining permanency depends on the relationship between the youth and 
caregiver and whether the youth is federally eligible for Title IV-E. 
 
For a local example of permanency planning for probation youth, see Spotlight on Los Angeles 
County Probation Permanency Collaborative. 
 
Relative Guardianships  
 
Most youth who obtain a guardianship with a relative through the juvenile court are 
eligible for the Kinship Guardianship Assistance Payment (Kin-GAP) program, which allows 
the youth’s caregiver to continue receiving the same level of funding after foster care 
benefits are terminated when the court case is dismissed. To be eligible for Kin-GAP, a 
youth must have been living with the relative caregiver for at least six consecutive months 
under court jurisdiction and delinquency must be dismissed at the same time or after the 
establishment of the legal guardianship. A caregiver is considered to be a relative if they 
are related by blood within five degrees.  
 
Kin-GAP provides the guardian of a former foster youth with a monthly negotiated 
payment equivalent to what the youth would have been eligible for while in foster care. 
This can include the basic AFDC-FC rate plus any specialized care increment, set at $917 as 
of July 2017. Additionally, youth who are also Regional Center consumers may be eligible 
for Kin-GAP equal to the dual agency rate of $2,417 and the supplement to the dual agency 
rate up to an additional $1,000 as of July 2017.2 
 
Through Kin-GAP, former foster youth are categorically eligible for Medi-Cal, as well as 
education or training vouchers if they entered Kin-GAP at age 16 or older. Additionally, 
youth are eligible for Independent Living Program (ILP) services regardless of their age 
when they enter the guardianship as long as they received Kin-GAP at some point between 
ages 16 and 18. 
 
Kin-GAP: 
 

 Ends at 18; or 
 Continues up to 21 if the youth has a disability “that warrants the continuation of 

assistance;” or 
 Continues up to 21 if Kin-GAP started after age 16 and the youth is meeting one of 

the five participating conditions (e.g., attending school, enrolled in post-secondary 
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school, participating in a program to remove barriers to employment, employed at 
least 80 hours per month, or incapable of meeting a condition due to a disability).3 

 
Non-Relative Guardianships 
 
Depending on whether they are federally eligible for Title IV-E, probation-involved youth 
who obtain guardianships in juvenile court with non-relatives may receive either Kin-GAP 
or AFDC-FC benefits after their court cases are dismissed.4 
 

 If youth are not federally eligible for Title IV-E, they may be eligible to receive state 
AFDC-FC benefits with a non-related legal guardian (NRLG). 

 If youth are federally eligible for Title IV-E, they may be eligible to receive Kin-GAP 
benefits with a guardianship with a non-related extended family member (NREFM).5 
But if they are not eligible for continued benefits under Kin-GAP rules, they will still 
be eligible for extended benefits under AFDC-FC rules.6 

 
Regardless of which benefit a youth with a non-related legal guardian receives, he or she 
may be eligible for subsidized permanency benefits until the age of 21 regardless of when 
the guardianship was obtained and payments commenced. Subsidized permanency 
payments for youth with non-related guardians are equivalent to what the youth would 
have received in foster care including a specialized care rate and dual agency rate as 
applicable. 
 
Adoptions 
 
Youth who exit delinquency or dependency to adoption may be eligible for payments 
through California’s Adoption Assistance Program (AAP). AAP provides monthly cash 
assistance to relatives or non-relatives who adopt children with “special needs,” which is 
broadly defined to include youth who are considered more difficult to place in adoptions, 
such as those over three years old or part of a sibling group. 
 
Similar to Kin-GAP, AAP benefits can be negotiated up to the amount the child could have 
received in foster care. Payments may include specialized care or dual agency rates for 
children with special needs and Regional Center consumers respectively. Through AAP, 
former foster youth who entered adoption may also receive residential care or 
Wraparound Services as appropriate and are eligible for education or training vouchers. 
 
AAP: 
 

 Ends at 18; or 
 Continues up to 21 if the youth has a disability that warrants continuation; or 
 Continues up to 21 if the youth began to receive the AAP payment after turning 16. 
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Re-entries to Foster Care  
 
Youth who exit delinquency to guardianship or adoption are generally not eligible for 
extended foster care or 450 transition jurisdiction because they have a caregiver, funding, 
and supports through the subsidized permanency programs listed above. However, if a 
youth who exited delinquency to one of the permanency options above later experiences a 
failure of that permanency (i.e., they no longer have a caregiver because the adoptive 
parent or guardian dies or stops providing care) and is still between the ages of 18 and 21, 
then they may re-enter extended foster care as a non-minor dependent under the juvenile 
court’s transition jurisdiction.7 
 
More Information 
 
CDSS – Kinship Guardianship Assistance Payment Program (Kin-GAP) 
http://www.cdss.ca.gov/Kinship-Assistance 
 
CDSS – Adoption Assistance Program (AAP) 
http://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/Adoptions/Adoption-Assistance-Program 
 
                                                      
1 Welf. & Inst. Code § 727.3. 
2 California Department of Social Services, All-County Letter No. 17-75:  Aid to Families with Dependent 
Children-Foster Care (AFDC-FC) California Necessities Index (CNI) Increases and Other Rate Increases 
(July 13, 2017), at 3-4, available at http://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/ACL/2017/17-75.pdf?ver=2017-07-
13-114757-097. 
3 For more details on Kin-GAP termination rules, see All-County Letter No. 11-86: Extension of Kinship 
Guardianship Assistance Payment (Kin-GAP) Program Benefits and Adoption Assistance Payments (AAP) to 
Age 21 (Mar. 1, 2012), available at 
http://www.cdss.ca.gov/lettersnotices/entres/getinfo/acl/2011/11-86.pdf.  
4 For more information on how to determine federal eligibility for Title IV-E, see the Title IV-E section of this 
toolkit.  
5 For an explanation of the expansion of federal Kin-GAP to NREFMs, see All-County Letter No. 14-28: 
Expansion of the Definition of Relative for the Federal Kinship Guardianship Assistance Payment (Kin-GAP) 
Program (Mar. 25, 2014), available at http://www.cdss.ca.gov/lettersnotices/EntRes/getinfo/acl/2014/14-
28.pdf.   
6 See Welf. & Inst. Code § 11405(e)(2) and All-County Letter No. 14-28, supra note 5. 
7 Welf. & Inst. Code § 388.1.  
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