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Extended Foster Care 

 
Top Line 
 AB 12 authorizes funding to extend foster care supports and services up to age 21. 
 Probation youth are eligible for extended foster care if they turn 18 while subject to a 

foster care placement order with a non-parent. Some probation youth who exit to 
guardianship or adoption before 18 may also be eligible for extended foster care from 
ages 18 to 21 if their caregiver dies or stop providing support.  

 Youth in foster care placement who are at least 17 years and five months may have 
probation dismissed and transition to extended foster care before they turn 18 if their 
rehabilitative goals have been met. 

 Probation youth who are eligible for extended foster care can re-enter foster care at any 
time before turning 21. 

 Youth who have an order for foster care placement when they turn 18 can participate in 
extended foster care both while completing the terms of their probation and after their 
probation case is dismissed. 

 Extended foster care expands the scope of housing options and supports for older 
probation youth who cannot return home or lack familial support. 

 
In 2008, the federal government gave states the option to receive federal foster care 
funding for foster youth ages 18 to 21. In 2011, California opted in through the passage of 
Assembly Bill 12, the California Fostering Connections to Success Act. The act, known as AB 
12, addresses the needs of older foster youth ages 18 to 21 (known as “non-minor 
dependents”), who upon emancipation from foster care may experience high rates of 
homelessness and incarceration and lower outcomes related to education, employment, 
and health. Youth who are eligible for extended foster care now receive access to a bundle 
of supports and services to help them transition to adulthood, including guaranteed 
housing and placement services until 21, priority housing until 25, health insurance 
regardless of income or assets until 26, and money for college.1 
 
In California, about 15% of all non-minor dependents established eligibility while in the 
juvenile delinquency system.2 AB 12 is important for probation youth because they are 
among the most vulnerable within the transition age youth population. Foster youth who 
were on probation often end up as high utilizers of emergency room services, have a high 
prevalence of homelessness and institutionalization due to mental health emergencies, and 
also have a high prevalence of using General Assistance.3 
 
Challenges for transition age youth include inadequate housing, lack of financial resources 
and access to health care, frequent changes of homes and schools, and lack of information 
about higher education, job training, financial aid, and other support services. AB 12 begins 
to address these issues by providing housing through new placement options, income 
assistance, independent living services, and monthly visits with probation officers or social 
workers for additional support and supervision. After AB 12 services conclude, youth are 
eligible for transitional housing up to age 24 or 25 through THP-Plus. Youth eligible for 
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extended foster care are also separately eligible for full-scope Medi-Cal up to age 26 
regardless of income or assets through the federal Affordable Care Act. 
 
Eligibility4 
 
In order to be eligible for funding for extended foster care, probation supervised foster 
youth must have an out-of-home placement order to a suitable foster care placement on 
their 18th birthday.5 A suitable foster placement cannot be in a locked facility used for 
criminal confinement. Camps, ranches, juvenile halls, and the Division of Juvenile Justice 
(DJJ) are locked facilities that are part of the juvenile delinquency system and are not 
considered suitable foster care placements.6 Examples of suitable placements include group 
homes, short-term residential therapeutic programs (STRTPs), resource families (e.g., 
approved relatives, licensed non-relatives), and transitional housing programs (e.g., THPP).  
 
Important Note: It is important to emphasize that while probation youth may be eligible for 
foster care funding before 18, they must be subject to a suitable foster care placement on their 
18th birthday to be eligible for funding in extended foster care from ages 18 to 21.7 To 
preserve the option of extended foster care, courts should give careful consideration before 
placing a youth in a camp or ranch instead of a foster care placement on or immediately prior 
to their 18th birthday. 
 
Under AB 12, courts and probation departments should also take into consideration 
impacts on foster care placement before terminating probation.8 Youth in foster care 
placement who are at least 17 years and five months may have probation dismissed and 
transition to non-probation extended foster care (i.e., transition jurisdiction) under 
Welfare and Institutions Code section 450. These youth continue to be eligible for foster 
funding and foster care placements, though they may not be eligible for THP+FC and SILP 
placements until they turn 18.9 
 
To participate in AB 12, youth must also meet at least one of five participation conditions, 
which are: 
 

1. Enrollment in a program of secondary education to complete high school or 
equivalent program such as GED; or 

2. Enrollment in college or vocational school; or 
3. Participation in a program or activity designed to promote or remove barriers to 

employment; or 
4. Working at least 80 hours per month; or  
5. The non-minor dependent is unable to do #1-4 above due to a medical condition. 

This condition is automatically met if the non-minor dependent is eligible for a 
disability program, such as SSI or Regional Center services. Otherwise, the non-
minor dependent needs verification from a “health care provider" to qualify under 
"category 5."10 

 
Best Practice: When completing a Transitional Independent Living Plan (TILP), identify both 
primary and back-up participation criteria, such as going to college (#2) and also 

http://bit.ly/JJPT2018
https://www.strongnation.org/articles/557-funding-streams
https://www.strongnation.org/articles/554-placement-narratives


Juvenile Justice Practitioners’ Toolkit                     Authored by Fight Crime: Invest in Kids and Bay Area Legal Aid 
http://bit.ly/JJPT2018 

3 

participating in an internship (#3) in case the non-minor dependent needs to take a break 
from school for a semester. 
 
The supervising agency (i.e., probation or child welfare department) is responsible for 
helping youth remain eligible for extended foster care, including assisting with developing 
and updating the Transitional Independent Living Plan (TILP) and helping them achieve 
their transition goals and connecting them to other supportive services. The supervising 
agency also agrees to help the youth and caregiver develop a Shared Living Agreement, 
ensure that the youth is enrolled in Medi-Cal or other health insurance, and provide the 
youth with contact information for their attorney. 
 
Youth are eligible to continue participating in extended foster care services through age 21 
unless they either opt out or the court determines they are no longer eligible (e.g., because 
they are no longer meeting any of the participation conditions). The juvenile court makes 
the determination whether or not a youth continues to be eligible for extended care. 
Separately, eligibility for foster care funding is determined by an administrative process 
that is primarily based on whether a youth was in an approved, eligible placement. Foster 
care funding cannot be terminated without a notice being sent to the non-minor 
dependent. Once funding is terminated, the non-minor dependent may appeal if they think 
eligibility for funding should continue. The appeal will be heard through an administrative 
hearing process and not through juvenile court. 
 
While youth may not be eligible for extended foster care funding if they reside in an 
ineligible placement after their 18th birthday, they can still remain under the court’s 
jurisdiction in order to participate in the extended foster care program. For example, youth 
may be committed to a locked facility for a brief period of time. They would not be eligible 
for funding in such placements but may continue in extended foster care so that they could 
continue to receive services from the supervising agency and maintain court oversight. 
Similarly, California law prohibits youth who are actively serving in the military from 
receiving foster care funding but many jurisdictions we interviewed report that these 
youth may continue participating in extended foster care with court jurisdiction that is 
separate from eligibility for AFDC-FC funding.  
 
Re-Entry into Extended Foster Care 
 
Two groups of youth who have exited foster care may re-enter extended foster care at any 
time until they turn 21: (1) youth who were under an order for foster placement on their 
18th birthday, and (2) youth whose guardianships or adoptions dissolved after they turned 
18 and who were otherwise eligible for extended permanency benefits. Probation has a 
duty to inform non-minor dependents leaving extended foster care that they are eligible to 
re-enter the foster care system any time before they turn 21. 
 
Youth who are eligible to re-enter may do so in two steps. First, they sign a Voluntary Re-
entry Agreement (VRA) with the probation department. Once probation receives the VRA 
(also known as the SOC 163), they may immediately place the youth and funding can begin. 
The probation department will then file a petition for the court to resume transition 
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jurisdiction over the youth. Alternatively, the youth may also initiate the re-entry process 
by going directly to the court in the county they live in or in the county where their case 
was closed and filing a petition for re-entry. Youth are able to get an attorney appointed to 
help them after they file the initial petition with the court. Funding for placement begins 
when the VRA is signed.11 
 
Eligible youth can re-enter foster care an unlimited number of times as long as they are 
under age 21. Every time a youth re-enters, it is considered a new foster care episode. For 
every new foster care episode, there is a new determination for federal Title IV-E eligibility 
based on the non-minor’s income and resources. Parental income and resources are no 
longer considered in the federal eligibility determination for a non-minor dependent upon 
re-entry. If a non-minor dependent is not federally eligible, extended foster care is funded 
by state AFDC-FC and other state and county dollars. 
 
Jurisdiction 
 
AB 12 created multiple avenues for probation supervised foster youth to participate in 
extended foster care whether they have completed the terms of their probation or not. 
Eligible probation youth will have their cases managed through one of three jurisdictions 
as defined in the Welfare and Institutions Code (WIC): 
 

1. Delinquency Jurisdiction (WIC 602) 
2. Transition Jurisdiction (WIC 450) 
3. Dependency Jurisdiction (WIC 300) 

 
Delinquency Jurisdiction (WIC 602) 
 
Probation youth who turn 18 with an order for suitable foster care placement and who 
have not completed the terms of their probation can remain in extended foster care up to 
age 21 under the delinquency jurisdiction as 602 non-minor dependents (NMD). While in 
extended foster care, 602 non-minor dependents must meet one of the five participation 
requirements documented in a Transitional Independent Living Plan (TILP) approved by 
their probation officer. Since placement within the delinquency jurisdiction is not 
voluntary, 602 NMDs do not need to sign a Mutual Agreement to participate in extended 
foster care. 602 NMDs have the same placement options as non-minor dependents who are 
under transition jurisdiction, including STRTPs, resource families, THP+FC, and SILPs, as 
long as the delinquency court maintains their foster care placement order. The juvenile 
probation department supervises and assists these non-minor dependents by developing a 
TILP, approving placements, and helping the non-minor meet one of the five AB 12 
participation conditions.  
 
Transition Jurisdiction (WIC 450) 
 
Once a 602 NMD has completed the terms of his or her probation, the court dismisses 
delinquency jurisdiction and the youth can choose to continue participating in extended 
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foster care under the court's transition jurisdiction by signing a Mutual Agreement to 
voluntarily remain in foster care and fulfill the participation criteria. 
 
Transition (“450”) jurisdiction is a court status that enables youth to stay in foster care 
upon completion of probation without probation terms (e.g., potential violations for 
missing school or appointments with a probation officer, being searched without warrant 
by law enforcement, etc.). It encourages youth who would otherwise leave the system 
when their delinquency case gets closed to choose to stay as a 450 NMD and benefit from 
the extended services.  
 
To be eligible for transition jurisdiction, the delinquency court must find that the non-
minor has met their rehabilitative goals and no longer needs to be on probation. The youth 
must either be between 18 and 21 years old and have had a valid foster care placement on 
their 18th birthday or be between 17.5 and 18 with a current foster care placement order. 
If the youth is under 18, the court must also find that the minor is unable to return home, is 
receiving no reunification services, and has no permanent plan for adoption or 
guardianship.  
 
When probation foster youth who are eligible for extended foster care exit court 
jurisdiction, the court should retain general jurisdiction under Welfare and Institutions 
Code section 303 so that the youth can re-enter foster care under transition jurisdiction 
until age 21. If they do re-enter extended foster care they do not need to return through 
delinquency jurisdiction; rather they return through transition jurisdiction and are treated 
as a dependent in foster care without any terms of probation. 
 
Best Practice: Whenever the court considers terminating the delinquency case of a youth 
approaching 18, it should consider whether or not the youth can take advantage of extended 
foster care upon termination of the case. If a youth does not have a placement order when 
they turn 18, then they are not eligible for AB 12 benefits. If a judge maintains a placement 
order as a youth approaches 18, then the youth could have probation dismissed at age 17.5 or 
later, and become a non-minor dependent under transition jurisdiction. As a transition 
dependent, the youth would be eligible for ongoing foster care benefits, including placement, 
foster care benefits, and Medi-Cal.12 
 
Dependency Jurisdiction (WIC 300) 
 
Some probation youth, such as crossover youth who had a dependency case prior to 
delinquency, can be moved from delinquency to dependency jurisdiction (“300”) upon the 
closing of their case. These wards can have their previously vacated or suspended 
dependency status re-instated by the court at the same time the delinquency jurisdiction is 
terminated. To be eligible, youth have to be under 18, have been in foster care when the 
delinquency case was opened, and cannot return to their home of removal upon dismissal 
of delinquency. 
 
If a youth did not have a dependency case opened prior to delinquency, and is not old 
enough (17 years and five months) to be modified to transition jurisdiction by the 
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delinquency court, the court may order the probation agency or the youth’s attorney to file 
a petition with the county child welfare agency to file a petition in dependency court. The 
court must find that delinquency jurisdiction may not be required and that the youth is in a 
foster care placement but can’t return to their home of removal due to risk of abuse and 
neglect. 
 
Youth whose cases transfer to the dependency system after dismissal of delinquency are 
eligible for extended foster care if they turn 18 subject to a non-parent foster care 
placement order in the dependency court. 
 
Dual Status Youth 
 
In 18 “dual status” counties, court-involved youth can remain under the jurisdiction of both 
the dependency and delinquency systems at the same time.13 Dual status protocols inform 
the case management of health, mental health, housing, and education of the youth, and the 
resources that are available. The determination for dual status is made during a joint 
assessment hearing where probation officers and child welfare social workers come 
together to make a determination of what is most appropriate for the youth and then 
present those recommendations to the court for a final decision. For those who become 
dual status youth, counties are required to ensure seamless coordination between both the 
delinquency and dependency systems while maintaining service continuity. 
 
Placement and Housing 
 
There are four placement categories for youth ages 18 to 21 in extended foster care. The 
first two categories are available for all minors and non-minors in foster care. AB 12 
created a third category of supportive placements that are available only to 18- to 21-year-
olds in extended foster care. 
 

1. Home-Based Foster Care Placements 
a. Resource Family, which may include: 

i. An approved relative; 
ii. A non-related extended family member (NREFM); or 

iii. A county licensed foster family home (FFH) or foster home certified 
by foster family agency (FFA) 

2. Congregate Care 
a. A group home (under limited circumstances and only up to age 19 or high 

school graduation, unless there is medical necessity); and 
b. A Short-Term Residential Therapeutic Program (STRTP) 

3. Supervised Independent Living Settings for Non-Minors 
a. Transitional Housing Placement-Plus Foster Care (THP+FC); and 
b. Supervised Independent Living Placement (SILP) 
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Home-Based Foster Care Placements 
 
Youth who turn 18 in a home-based placement with a resource family (e.g., an approved 
relative, a non-related extended family member (NREFM), or licensed foster family home) 
can choose to remain in that placement as they enter extended foster care or may move to 
such a placement at any time as appropriate while in care. 
 
Congregate Care Placement 
 
Placement for a non-minor dependent in a group home is limited to those probation youth 
who turn 18 while in a group home and who need to stay in that placement to complete 
high school or those youth who have a medical condition or disability, are participating in 
extended foster care under “category five”, and the group home is a temporary placement 
preparing them for a less restrictive setting or for the adult system of care. “Category five” 
allows a youth to continue to participate in extended foster care if they are unable to meet 
any other participation criteria due to a health-related condition. 
 
For placement in a Short-Term Residential Therapeutic Program (STRTP), non-minor 
dependents must meet the eligibility conditions for a STRTP including that the youth 
requires that level of treatment “to maintain the safety and well-being of the child or others 
due to behaviors, including those resulting from traumas, that render the child or those 
around the child unsafe … or that prevent the effective delivery of services … in the child’s 
own home or in other family settings.”14 Non-minor dependents through probation may be 
placed in STRTPs as long as they meet the eligibility criteria for placement. The Chief 
Probation Officer must approve placements in STRTPs that are longer than twelve 
months.15 
 
Supervised Independent Living Settings for Non-Minors 
 
Transitional Housing Placement Plus Foster Care (THP+FC) 
 
AB 12 created Transitional Housing Placement-Plus Foster Care (THP+FC), where a youth 
lives independently but receives some supervision and support from the transitional 
housing provider. Currently, THP+FC is available in 48 of the 58 counties. Counties without 
THP+FC are small, rural counties with few foster youth.16 Non-minor dependents from 
counties without THP+FC may apply for an out-of-county THP+FC bed. 
 
THP+FC participants receive additional resources and support through their placement in 
one of three housing models. The first type is with a host family that has been selected and 
screened by the provider. The second is a single site where the non-minor dependent lives 
in an apartment building or single family home rented by the provider with one or more 
adult staff on site. The third placement is a remote site where single units are rented by the 
provider and the non-minor dependent lives independently with regular check-ins with 
staff. Benefits for participants in all three placement settings include case management, 
supervision and supportive services to assist youth in meeting their educational and 
employment goals, improving life skills, and building financial literacy.  
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THP+FC is an option for probation youth to live in an independent yet supported setting 
while increasing their access to additional resources. A good network of THPP and THP+FC 
providers in a county can help with a seamless transition from a probation placement to a 
THPP setting to THP+FC once a youth has completed probation. Additionally, THP+FC can 
be a way to maintain continuity of care by wrapping youth in Medi-Cal EPSDT mental 
health services if necessary. It also gives youth the ability to create a home for themselves 
in an apartment like setting with some support and supervision.  
 
Supervised Independent Living Placement (SILP) 
 
AB 12 also created Supervised Independent Living Placements (SILPs) that allow youth to 
live independently with the support of the placing agency. Non-minor dependents are 
responsible for finding their own SILP units, which encourages independence. Though the 
county does not identify SILPs for their non-minor dependents, locations chosen by youth 
must be approved by the county. SILPs are very flexible and can include an apartment with 
a friend or sibling, a room at grandma’s house, supportive housing programs, college 
dorms, single room occupancy hotels, adult treatment facilities, and more. SILPs can also be 
used creatively and temporarily in locations like adult residential treatment facilities for 
the short term while a youth is stabilized in a structured setting. A SILP payment can be 
used for rent in these arrangements. 
 
Youth in a SILP can receive foster care payments directly or the supervising agency can pay 
the landlord or other housing provider. With a SILP, the payment received is the basic 
foster care rate and does not include specialized care increments or the dual agency rate. A 
parenting youth may receive the infant supplement in a SILP. Additionally, they may 
receive a special $200 supplement if they identify an adult mentor and sign a Parenting 
Support Plan (PSP). 
 
Sometimes, logistically, a SILP is not the best first extended foster care placement because 
the funds get distributed the month after the service was provided. For example, foster care 
benefits for January won’t get paid until February, which means that the non-minor 
dependent must have savings or an alternative plan to pay for January rent. Therefore, 
good planning is critical to making a SILP placement a success. Although this awkward 
payment process ensures accurate accounting based on the youth’s time in placement, it 
also makes it more difficult for foster youth to start saving money. 
 
Funding for Placement and Housing 
 
Funding for extended foster care for non-minor dependents comes primarily from federal 
Title IV-E, state AFDC-FC, and other smaller funding streams. Non-minor dependents who 
were eligible for any of these funding streams when under age 18 remain eligible as long as 
they reside in an approved placement and meet at least one of the extended foster care 
participation requirements. 
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AB 12 also extended eligibility for permanency benefits through the Adoption Assistance 
Program (AAP) and Kinship Guardian Assistance Program (Kin-GAP) up to age 21 for youth 
who were in foster care but have moved on to permanency. These extended programs are 
only available when the permanency benefit agreements were signed on or after the 
youth's 16th birthday or if the youth has a qualifying disability. For youth who exit foster 
care (through dependency or delinquency) to a non-related legal guardian, that youth may 
receive AFDC-FC benefits until 21 regardless of the age at which the exit occurred.  
 
For more information about funding in these placements, see the section on Subsidized 
Permanency in this toolkit.  
 
Note: Extended permanency benefits are only available for permanency established through 
dependency or delinquency proceedings with limited exceptions.17 Youth with guardianships 
established through probate court are not eligible for extended benefits described below. If 
the probate court guardianships are with a relative, those youth are not eligible for any 
additional benefits. 
 
AB 12 and Extended Permanency Benefits  
 

Funding Stream Benefits extended 
to 21? 

Extension available if there 
is a qualifying disability? 

Juvenile Court Guardianship with 
a Relative (Kin-GAP) 

Yes, if exit occurs 
at 16 or later 

Yes, regardless of age at exit 

Juvenile Court Guardianship with 
a Non-Relative (AFDC-FC) 

Yes, regardless of 
age at exit 

Extension is automatic 

Adoption (AAP) Yes, if exit occurs 
at 16 or later 

Yes, regardless of age of exit 

 
Additional Placement and Housing Funding Source Summaries 
 

 Approved Relative Caregiver (ARC) 
 CalWORKS 

 
Health, Mental Health and Substance Abuse 
 
Once a youth in the probation system turns 18 and qualifies for extended foster care, it is 
important to provide comprehensive health care, mental health services, substance abuse 
treatment, and any other services they may need to succeed during and after their 
transition to independence.  
 
Mental health services are mainly funded through full-scope Medi-Cal, which includes 
Managed Care Plans, Fee-for-Service Plans and County Mental Health Plans. Foster youth, 
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including probation foster youth, have a legal entitlement to Fee-for-Service Medi-Cal 
unless they voluntarily choose to be part of a Managed Care Plan or the county they reside 
in has a mandatory Managed Care Plan for all Medi-Cal recipients. Youth with a diagnosis of 
medical necessity can access specialty mental health care services covered by Medi-Cal 
through a County Mental Health Plan. For example, intensive and coordinated Katie A. 
services (now “Pathways to Well-Being”) are provided through the Medi-Cal EPSDT 
entitlement, and provide Intensive Care Coordination (ICC), Intensive Home-Based Services 
(IHBS) and Therapeutic Foster Care (TFC) through age 21 for Medi-Cal youth (including 
non-minor dependents) who meet the medical necessity criteria. 
 
Additional Health, Mental Health and Substance Abuse Funding Sources 
 

● California Victim Compensation Program (CalVCP) 
● California Violence Intervention and Prevention Program (CalVIP) 
● Mental Health Services Act (MHSA) 
● Mentally Ill Offender Crime Reduction (MIOCR) 
● Regional Center Services 
● Social Security Benefits 
● Wraparound Services / SB 163 

 
Education and Employment 
 
The eligibility requirements for extended foster care include meeting at least one of five 
federal participation requirements outlined in a TILP, four of which are related to 
education and employment.18 
 
Many former probation youth in extended foster care who have not completed high school 
may decide to study for and earn a GED. The county Independent Living Program (ILP) 
provides resources for foster youth to pursue higher education and job training. Also, every 
local educational agency (generally, the school district) must have a foster youth services 
liaison to help with credit completion and course selection toward a high school diploma. 
 
Every year the federal government offers over $150 billion to help students pay for higher 
education and job training through the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Federal 
Student Aid. AB 12 and other grant programs such as federal Pell Grants, state Cal Grants, 
Chafee Grants, and the Community College Board of Governor’s Fee Waiver Program allow 
foster youth to attend college or university or receive career training by minimizing 
student loan debt. The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is a common 
application used to determine eligibility for these multiple sources of aid. When filling out 
the FAFSA, non-minor dependents should indicate that they were in foster care after age 13 
in order to automatically qualify for independent student status and not be required to 
have parental contributions to their collegiate expenses.19 
 
Additional campus-based resources for foster youth include the Foster Youth Success 
Initiative (FYSI), Extended Opportunity Programs & Services (EOPS) at community colleges 
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(Extended Opportunity Programs (EOP) at CSU and UC), and, when applicable, Disabled 
Students Programs & Services.20 
 
For more information about funding for college, see the section on Financial Aid and In-State 
Tuition for Post-Secondary Education in this toolkit.  
 
Employment and career training resources for foster youth include California One Stop 
Centers that help remove barriers to employment and provide job training and 
preparedness. While further opportunities such as Job Corps, California Conservation 
Corps, and AmeriCorps require criminal background checks, past involvement in the 
juvenile justice system is not a barrier, provided participants are not currently on formal 
probation. 
 
Additional Education and Employment Funding Sources 
 

● Proposition 47 – The Safe Neighborhoods and Schools Act 
● Second Chance Act 
● Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) 

 
                                                        
1 Not all of these supports stem strictly from extended foster care under AB 12. Non-minor dependents are 
entitled to placement (including a number of housing options) up to age 21. Priority housing for 18-25 years 
olds is available through a separate program, THP-Plus. Youth who are in care at 18 or afterwards are eligible 
for health insurance until 26 due to changes made to Medicaid by the Affordable Care Act. Post-secondary aid 
like Chafee grants are available to current and former foster youth, depending on the age that they exited 
care. 
2 1,322 probation youth out of 8,788 total non-minor dependents in extended foster care as of April 2017. 
University of California at Berkeley California Child Welfare Indicators Project, 
http://cssr.berkeley.edu/ucb_childwelfare/PIT.aspx.   
3 General Assistance is a county program that provides a very small, time-limited monthly cash grant to 
individuals who are very low income and not eligible for any other type of aid. For more information, see 
California Department of Social Services, General Assistance or General Relief, 
http://www.cdss.ca.gov/General-Assistance.   
4 For more information about extended foster care eligibility for probation youth, see John Burton Foundation 
and the Alliance for Children's Rights, Frequently Asked Questions: AB 12 for Probation Youth, 
http://www.jose-design.com/jbf/cafosteringconnections/images/Frequently_Asked_Questions-AB-
12_for_Probation_Youth.pdf.  
5 The Judicial Council's chart enumerating the Title IV-E findings for foster youth in delinquency is available at 
http://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/Title_IVE_Delinquency_07142010.pdf  
6 California Department of Social Services, All-County Letter No. 11-69: Extension of Foster Care Beyond Age 
18: Part One (October 13, 2011), available at 
http://www.cdss.ca.gov/lettersnotices/entres/getinfo/acl/2011/11-69.pdf. 
7 Note: Youth are not required to physically be in a specific placement on their 18th birthday to be eligible for 
extended foster care.  They need only be under an appropriate order for foster care placement. For example, 
youth who are AWOL from their placement at 18 are eligible for extended foster care as long as they are 
under an appropriate placement order. The same is true for youth who turn 18 while in juvenile hall awaiting 
placement. 
8 If a youth is 17 and five months or older and has completed the terms of probation, then he or she may be 
eligible for transition jurisdiction under Welfare and Institutions Code section 450, which allows the court to 
terminate probation while maintaining a foster care placement order to preserve eligibility for extended 
foster care and other related supports and services. 
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9 Welf. & Inst. Code § 11401(b)(2). Other processes exist for youth under 17 years, 5 months. For instance, if 
the youth was formerly a dependent under Welfare and Institutions Code section 300 when he or she became 
a 602 ward, then the 300 dependency petition is automatically reinstated when probation is dismissed. Welf. 
& Inst. Code § 607.2(b)(3). If the youth was not a 300 at the time delinquency proceedings began, then the 
court can order probation or the juvenile defense attorney to file a request under Welfare and Institutions 
Code section 329 for the county child welfare agency commence dependency proceedings. Welf. & Inst. Code 
§ 607.2(b)(2). 
10 Welf. & Inst. Code § 11403(b); California Department of Social Services, All-County Letter No. 11-61: 
Extended Foster Care (EFC) (Nov. 4, 2011), available at 
http://www.cdss.ca.gov/lettersnotices/entres/getinfo/acl/2011/11-61.pdf. 
11 California Department of Social Services, All-County Letter 12-12: Re-entry Into Extended Foster Care 
(EFC) (Mar. 23, 2012), available at http://www.cdss.ca.gov/lettersnotices/entres/getinfo/acl/2012/12-
12.pdf, at 5.   
12 Frequently Asked Questions: AB 12 for Probation Youth, supra note 4, at Question #6. 
13 For list of all 18 counties, see Judicial Council of California, AB 129 (2004): Dual Status Children (Jan. 28, 
2018), http://www.courts.ca.gov/7989.htm. 
14 Welf. & Inst. Code § 11462.01(b)(2). 
15 Welf. & Inst. Code § 727(a)(4)(E). 
16 See generally John Burton Foundation, THP-Plus & THP-Plus Foster Care Annual Report 2015-2016, available 
at http://thpplus.org/wp2/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/2015-16-THP-Plus-THPFC-Annual-Report.pdf.  
17 Youth in non-relative guardianships established in probate court may be eligible for AFDC-FC benefits but 
not extended benefits until 21. 
18 All-County Letter 11-61, supra note 10, describes the federal participation criteria in more detail.  
19 There is a question about foster youth status on the FAFSA. Foster youth automatically qualify for 
independent student status and should answer “yes” to appropriate question in the FAFSA to ensure access to 
financial aid with categorical eligibility for foster youth.  
20 See generally California College Pathways, http://www.cacollegepathways.org.  
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