
 

 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
To all Members of Congress, 
  
We represent ReadyNation, a national, nonpartisan business network of senior executives across 
industries working to help build a competitive future workforce by promoting smart investments in 
children and youth. We support the Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) 
program, which provides federal support to voluntary home visiting programs around the country. 
Voluntary home visiting programs pair nurses or other trained professionals with at-risk parents seeking 
additional support during the first few years of parenthood. We urge Congress to reauthorize this program 
before it expires on September 30, 2017. 
  
Voluntary home visiting programs have both short and long-term outcomes that impact businesses: they 
help prevent expensive negative outcomes that, if left unaddressed, can hinder economic vitality by 
resulting in more expensive remediation, and they help build a productive workforce. 
  
MIECHV-funded programs save an average of more than $5,000 per family served. The strong return on 
investment for these programs warrants a continued investment in MIECHV. These costs savings come in 
part from families’ increased economic self-reliance. A study of the Early Head Start home visiting 
program found a $3,600 increase in at-risk mothers’ average annual earnings. Another study of the Nurse-
Family Partnership found welfare savings of $14,500 per family over a decade. 
  
Voluntary home visiting programs supported through MIECHV also promote better school readiness and 
ultimately increase the earning potential of participating children. This should come as no surprise, as the 
fastest period of brain development occurs during the first years of life. Therefore, a stable, supportive 
environment in the early years is crucial for setting a strong foundation for better outcomes down the 
road. 
  
We urge you to increase the investment in this high-performing program, scaling up to double the current 
amount over the reauthorization period. Additionally, we urge you to reauthorize the program for five 
years in order to give providers time and stability to plan, just as we would seek to have in our 
businesses. The MIECHV program is a smart down payment on a healthier, more robust future 
workforce while simultaneously yielding short-term returns as well. Therefore, we strongly urge you 
to reauthorize this program before it expires on September 30, 2017. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Richard Anderson  
Executive Chairman & CEO (ret.) 
Delta Air Lines   
Texas 

Douglas M. Baker, Jr.  
Chairman & CEO  
Ecolab Inc.  
Minnesota 

Roy Bostock  
Vice-Chairman (ret.), Delta Air 
Lines; Former Chairman, Yahoo!; 
Director (ret.), Morgan Stanley; 
former Chairman, Northwest Airlines  
Connecticut 
 

John J. Brennan  
Chairman Emeritus, former CEO  
& Senior Advisor  
Vanguard  
Pennsylvania 

Chet Cadieux  
President & CEO  
QuikTrip  
Oklahoma 

Meredith Callanan  
Former Head of Corporate Marketing 
& Communications  
T. Rowe Price  
Maryland 
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Carl T. Camden  
President & CEO  
Kelly Services  
Michigan 

Mike Chesser  
Chairman Emeritus &  
former CEO  
Great Plains Energy  
Maryland 

Maxine Clark 
Founder, Build-A-Bear Workshop; 
CEO, The Clark-Fox Family 
Foundation  
Missouri 
 
 

Cindy Crane 
President & CEO 
Rocky Mountain Power, a division 
of PacifiCorp 
Utah 

Tanny Crane  
President & CEO, The Crane 
Group; Former Chair of the 
Board, Federal Reserve Bank 
of Cleveland 
Ohio 

Deborah A. Deatrick 
Senior Vice President - Community 
Health 
MaineHealth  
Maine 
 
 
 

Robert H. Dugger  
Managing Partner, Hanover Provident 
Capital; Partner (ret.), Tudor 
Investment Corporation   
Virginia 

Victor J. Dzau 
President, National Academy 
of Medicine; former President 
& CEO, Duke University 
Medical Center 
Washington, D.C. 

Jay Francis 
Executive Vice President - Corporate 
Affairs & Miller Family Philanthropy 
Larry H. Miller Management Corp. 
Utah 
 
 
 

Ankur Gopal 
CEO 
Interapt  
Kentucky 

Dean Gruner  
President & CEO 
ThedaCare  
Wisconsin 

George C. Halvorson  
Chairman & CEO (ret.)  
Kaiser Permanente  
California 
 
 
 

Richard A. Hazleton  
Chairman, President & CEO (ret.) 
Dow Corning Corporation  
Florida 

Ralph Heath 
Executive Vice President (ret.) 
Lockheed Martin  
Texas 

Wilbert W. James 
President 
Toyota Manufacturing Kentucky, Inc.  
Kentucky 
 
 
 

Larry Jensen  
President & CEO 
Cushman & Wakefield/Commercial 
Advisors  
Tennessee 

Hal Kaplan  
President & CEO  
Kaplan Early Learning 
Company  
North Carolina 

Larry Kellner  
President, Emerald Creek LLC; 
Chairman, Saber Holdings; Former 
Chairman & CEO, Continental 
Airlines 
Texas 
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Candace Kendle   
Former Chair & CEO 
Kendle International  
Ohio 

James Krieger  
Vice-Chairman & CFO 
Gallup, Inc.  
Nebraska 

Dennis Linderbaum 
President & COO 
UnityPoint Health Foundation  
Iowa  
 
 

Lenny Mendonca  
Director Emeritus 
McKinsey & Company  
California 
 

Nancy J. Moody 
Vice President - Public Affairs 
DTE Energy  
Michigan 

Anne M. Mulcahy 
Chair & CEO (ret.) 
Xerox Corporation 
Connecticut  
 
 

Robert J. Myers  
Chairman & CEO (ret.) 
Casey's General Stores, Inc.  
Iowa 
 

James Oliff  
Former Chairman 
CME Group Foundation  
Illinois 

John Oliver  
Vice President - Public  
Affairs (ret.) 
L.L. Bean & Company  
Maine  
 
 

John Pepper  
Former Chairman & CEO  
Procter & Gamble    
Ohio 
 

Jim Postl  
President & CEO (ret.), 
Pennzoil-Quaker State 
Company; Former President & 
CEO, Nabisco International  
Texas 

Steven Reinemund  
Former Chairman & CEO 
PepsiCo  
New York  
 
 
 
 

James Rohr  
Chairman & CEO (ret.) 
PNC Financial Services Group 
Pennsylvania 
 

W. David Romoser  
Former Senior Vice President,  
General Counsel & Secretary 
A.O. Smith  
Wisconsin 

Joel Russell  
Vice President & COO 
Millard Lumber  
Nebraska  
 
 
 

Kathi Seifert  
Former Executive Vice President 
Kimberly-Clark  
Wisconsin 
 

Renee Radcliff Sinclair 
President 
TVW  
Washington 

Jeffrey H. Smulyan  
Chairman, CEO & Founder  
Emmis Communications  
Indiana  
 
 
 

Tim Solso  
Lead Director & former Chairman, 
General Motors; Chairman & CEO 
(ret.), Cummins, Inc. 
Montana 

James Lee Sorenson  
Founder & Chairman  
Sorenson Media  
Utah 

Jim Spurlino  
President  
Spurlino Materials  
Ohio  
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Jon Stellmacher  
Former Senior Vice President, 
Thrivent Financial; Member, 
Governor’s Early Childhood Advisory 
Council  
Wisconsin 

Albert Stroucken 
Chairman & CEO (ret.) 
Owens Illinois, Inc. (O-I) 
Ohio 

Connie Bond Stuart  
Regional President for  
Central & Southern Indiana 
PNC Bank  
Indiana  
 
 
 

Ken Thrasher 
CEO (ret.), Fred Meyer Stores; 
Chairman of the Board, Compli  
Oregon 
 

David H. Welch  
Chairman, President & CEO  
Stone Energy Corporation  
Louisiana 

Hugh Welsh  
President & General Counsel DSM 
North America  
New Jersey  
 
 
 

Richard N. Wilkerson  
Former Chairman & President 
Michelin North America  
South Carolina 
 

James Zimmerman  
Former Chairman & CEO  
Macy's, Inc.  
Ohio 

 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Note: Company or organization name is included for identification purposes only. 
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