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Athletes and coaches helping kids succeed in life



60% 
or more of the “achievement gap” 
between low-income and  
higher-income children in high  
school already exists on the first  
day of kindergarten.
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Summary: 

 

the field and become champions in life. Unfortunately for many youth, the training they need to 

the pre-math, pre-reading and important social-emotional skills needed for more children to reach 

their full potential in life. 

 

Starting the race already far behind: 

It takes a lot of support along the way for someone to become a champion athlete or coach. In 

competitive students, often starting kindergarten only knowing about one-fourth as many words 

as their peers who have professional parents.1

 

income children in high school is already present at the start of kindergarten.2  

of the reason American children are far back in the pack when it comes to the international 
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The most recent PISA results, from 2012, placed the U.S. an unimpressive 35th out  
of 64 countries in math and 27th in science.

Winning the Olympic Medal Count, but Losing the Academic Medal Count 

2012 Olympic Medals

1 USA 103

2 China 88

Russia 81

2012 Science Scores

1 Hong Kong

2 Singapore

27 USA 497

2012 Math Scores

1 Singapore

2 Hong Kong

South Korea

35 USA 481



High-quality pre-K can change the odds: 

-

taged school districts around the state were three-fourths of a year ahead in math and two-thirds 

 

placement by grade three.  

to be arrested for a violent crime by age 18.  

scrambling to catch up  
for the rest of their  
education — and possibly 
for the rest of their lives.”
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Coach Mike Krzyzewski, Head Coach,  

 



Learning new words, numbers, and social emotional skills: 

7 

It may not be news to anyone who has watched a skilled preschool teacher wrangle a room full of 

at teaching young children such skills as taking turns, sharing, and resolving conflicts.8

the kinds of social-emotional and behavioral skills children will need throughout school and life to 

in kindergarten were more likely to graduate from high school, attain a college degree and have  

 Some researchers studying the substantial long-term outcomes of the 

are convinced that social-emotional skills are as important or even more important than academic 

skills for explaining preschool gains that persist into adulthood.  

11

replicate such programs, though, early education teachers will have to be well-trained to be able  

to provide the level of instruction necessary to help children who are disadvantaged make up 

ground on pre-reading and pre-math skills. Research indicates that many pre-school teachers will 

need more support to do that.12 
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“ How can little kids  
succeed if they start  
the race already  
ten steps behind?”

April Holmes, 



High-quality early education can save millions: 

 

for Early Education Research titled The State of Preschool 2015  

in a publicly funded preschool program.  Even for those children who are served, if data show  

-

makers should learn from the successful programs that are delivering stronger outcomes.  

 
of nearly $30,000 for every child served.” 
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our success comes from an early 

Imagine the possibilities when  
we give kids a solid start in life  

 
childhood education.”

Gary Hall, Jr. 



 
 

Retrieved from: http://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/periodicals/

 

improving-slowly-in math and science, but still lagging internation-
ally. Retrieved from: http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-

science-but-still-lagging-internationally/

to school: Examining the effects of early childhood programs on 

Retrieved from: http://www.wakesmartstart.org/wp-content/

between Kindergarten social competence and future wellness. 

econresearch.uchicago.edu/sites/econresearch.uchicago.edu/files/

Quality of language and literacy instruction in preschool 
classrooms serving at-risk pupils. Early Childhood Research 

pre-Kindergarten programs, classrooms, and teachers:  

Conclusion:

evidence-based programming is an even greater asset for these kids. We are stepping forward 

together to urge our nation to focus on the most important medal count— the success of our kids. 

 

central to accomplishing that goal. 

Helping those who are less fortunate is important, but we want to be clear:  
 

 
to succeed and help our nation prosper. 
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www.ChampionsForAmericasFuture.org

 @Champs4Future

 Facebook.com/ChampionsForAmericasFuture

Athletes and coaches helping kids succeed in life


