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FACTSHEET

Washington policymakers can build  
the future workforce by increasing access to 
high-quality Expanded Learning Opportunities 
(ELOs). A state investment of $2 million in 
high-quality Expanded Learning Opportunities 
in the 2019-21 biennium would nearly double 
the number of youth in high-quality programs 
by reaching 5,250 youth each year.

Expanded Learning 
Opportunities prepare students 
for the workforce

Too many young adults in Washington are  
not workforce-ready. Only 37 percent of 
Washington’s high school students who took 
the ACT met all four college-readiness 
benchmarks, and 14 percent of young adults 
are not in school and not working.1 Meanwhile, 
research shows that postsecondary education 
will be necessary for 70 percent of jobs in 
the state by 2020.2

Disparate access to high-quality Expanded 
Learning Opportunities in the afterschool 
hours and over the summer is a large reason 
why children are falling behind in school.  
For example, summer learning loss accounts 
for as much as two-thirds of the academic 
achievement gap between low- and high-
income students.3

A $2 million investment in Expanded Learning Opportunities (ELOs) 
will build Washington’s future workforce

Expanded Learning 
Opportunities in Washington

Reaching More Youth with
High-Quality Programs
 A $2 million state investment would drastically increase
the quality of Expanded Learning Opportunities.

Source: School’s Out Washington

Actual Impact

2017-2019 2019-2021

*State funding leverages private investment to reach more 
youth and programs.

40

2,800

5,250

70

Programs served
per year

Youth served
per year

Projected Impact*



ReadyNation | Business, Kids, Workforce 
Business executives building a skilled workforce by promoting solutions that prepare children to succeed in 
education, work, and life.

6746 Division Avenue NW / Seattle, WA 98117 / 206.375.6081

Council for a Strong America is a national, bipartisan nonprofit that unites five organizations comprised of law 
enforcement leaders, retired admirals and generals, business executives, pastors, and prominent coaches and 
athletes who promote solutions that ensure our next generation of Americans will be citizen-ready.
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Expanded Learning Opportunities also improve 
parents’ workforce participation. Seven out 
of 10 parents in Washington say that afterschool 
programs help them keep their jobs.4

Increasing Expanded Learning 
Opportunities in Washington
Expanded Learning Opportunities improve 
academic performance and deter youth 
from crime when they are high-quality.5 

Washington’s Expanded Learning 
Opportunities Initiative is focused on 
increasing the quality of programs as well 

as the number of children reached. A $2 
million investment would bring high-quality 
ELOs to 10,500 more youth by providing 
quality improvements like tailoring support 
for programs that serve high-risk populations.6
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