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2022-2023 ReadyNation Budget and Legislative Policy Agenda

ReadyNation California is a member 
organization comprised of business leaders 
working to strengthen California’s workforce 
and the economy through evidence-based, 
effective investments in children & youth.

Early Childhood Care & Education (ECE)
Access to high-quality early education is critical to our next generation’s future success. 
ReadyNation is committed to strengthening California’s early childhood education 
system because of its positive impact on working families and on strengthening 
California’s workforce, as well as its contribution to increased productivity, morale and 
earnings.

ECE Budget & Policy Priorities:
ReadyNation supports budget and policy requests that include increasing provider rates, 
increased investments in subsidized child care, waiving copayments or fees for low-
income families in childcare, and investments in technology and infrastructure, including 
new money for facilities. ReadyNation will work with the legislature and advocacy groups 
to ensure that the 2022-2023 budget addresses the diverse needs of California, and 
strengthens the state’s mixed-delivery child care system from birth through 12th grade. 
ReadyNation is an active member of California’s ECE Budget Coalition, and supports 
their priorities.

Expanded Learning Programs
Expanded learning programs offer students a safe place to learn, build social and 
emotional skills, and develop into successful adults. But access to these crucial 
programs remains inadequate, due in part to how California funds them. ReadyNation’s 
business leaders know that expanded learning programs support the growth and 
success of our economy because they support working families and help to prepare our 
youth for the 21st Century workforce. 

Expanded Learning Budget & Policy Priorities:
ReadyNation supports continued investments in expanded learning programs, and 
coordination between child care and after school programs. ReadyNation is an active 
member of the California Afterschool Advocacy Alliance and supports their priorities to 
strengthen the After School Education and Safety (ASES) and 21st Century Community 
Learning (CCLC) programs.
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K-12 and Postsecondary Education
Equipping students with the skills, resources, and credentials of value they need to 
succeed in our workforce is imperative to our state’s future success. ReadyNation 
supports evidence-based solutions that increase equity in postsecondary completion 
and close the digital divide through: broadband access, device access, and digital 
literacy. We also support increasing school funding, providing integrated services and 
meeting the needs of all students. 

K-12 Budget & Policy Priorities:
ReadyNation supports comprehensive funding for schools including the proposed 
COLA for California’s school funding formula, the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF); 
continued funding for mental health services in schools; and full-service community 
schools. Additionally, ReadyNation works to prioritize dual-enrollment, streamlined 
transfer pathways between community college and four-year universities, STEM and 
computer science education, and addressing the digital divide.
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Please contact our ReadyNation Senior Associate, Elmer Martínez Saballos (emartinez@strongnation.
org) for any questions, comments, or if you would like to schedule time to discuss our work.
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