CUTTING CRIME
How can North Carolina’s K-12 Standards and Aligned Assessments Help
Keep North Carolinians Safe from Crime?
WHO WE ARE
Fight Crime: invest in Kids is a nonpartisan anti-crime organization of nearly 5,000 law enforcement leaders and crime survivors,
including more than 90 in North Carolina. Its sheriffs, police chiefs, prosecutors and crime victims promote greater public
investments in programs proven to direct kids to a better path in life, leading them away from crime and towards success.

WHY DO LAW ENFORCEMENT LEADERS
CARE ABOUT SCHOOL REFORM AND NORTH
CAROLINA’S STANDARDS?
We in law enforcement continue to be concerned with the high
number of people – mostly young men – who become seriously
involved in crime. For example, in 2012, there were over 400,000
arrests of individuals in North Carolina.1 Nationally, the total
population under supervision of the adult correctional systems has
risen from close to two million in 1980 to nearly seven million
in 2012.2 Here in North Carolina, we have approximately 35,000
men as inmates under control of the North Carolina Department
of Correction.3
We know from experience that crime is connected to whether
young men are employable at decent wages. At the founding
of our state, most young men who were physically fit found
work on our farms. But now, young men who have not received
a good education are increasingly unable to find employment
with reasonable wages in our 21st century economy. In North
Carolina, more than two-thirds of jobs require further education
after high school, and this trend is projected to continue
through 2020.4 Even jobs previously considered “manual labor”
(e.g., car mechanic, welders) now involve the use of advanced
technology and require training beyond high school. In our own
field of law enforcement, we have certainly seen that the people
we hire need to be better educated and comfortable interacting
with sophisticated software developed to improve our efforts to
protect the public.
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Only 36% of North Carolina 8th graders are
proﬁcient in math, and 33% are proﬁcient in
reading.
20% of North Carolina high school freshmen
do not graduate within four years.

RESULT
Too many North Carolina students are
not getting the education necessary to
be employable in the new North Carolina
economy.
That puts them at a higher risk of becoming
INVOLVED IN CRIME.

Our schools need to continue to improve to keep kids off the path
to school failure: only 36 percent of North Carolina 8th graders are
proficient in math, 33 percent are proficient in reading and only 26
percent are proficient in science.5 In addition, 20 percent of North
Carolina high school freshmen do not graduate within four years.6
Too many North Carolina students are not getting the education
necessary to be employable in the new North Carolina economy.
This means that too many young men are finding it economically
worth the risk to make money illegally or are occupying their time
in ways that bring them into contact with us in law enforcement.
Of course we arrest well-educated individuals, too, for all sorts of
crimes. But key research done by Eric Gould of Hebrew University
and his colleagues shows that long-term changes in wages and
employment opportunities among non-college educated men may
explain as much as half of property and violent crime rates.7 And,
there is no disputing that less educated individuals are more likely
to be involved in crime: for example, a national analysis showed
that almost seven in 10 inmates in our state prisons had failed
to graduate from high school, whereas fewer than three in 10 of
the general population had failed to graduate from high school.8
Our current education system is not working for too many young
people, particularly boys.

NORTH CAROLINA’S STANDARDS ARE PART
OF ONGOING EFFORTS TO IMPROVE OUR
EDUCATION SYSTEM
North Carolina’s Standards, a rigorous set of educational
standards for English language arts and mathematics for K-12
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education, have been implemented in schools and classrooms
across the state. They reflect changed needs for a well-educated
workforce of young men and women who have mastered essential
academic content, and are able to think critically, solve complex
problems and communicate effectively. The standards were
originally developed by teachers, researchers and other experts
and the North Carolina Board of Education unanimously voted
to adopt the Standards in 2010. They were implemented starting
in the 2012-2013 school year.9
North Carolina’s Standards can help teachers ensure their
students have the skills and knowledge they need to be successful
by providing clear goals for student learning. The standards
establish the content and skills that children must learn at each
grade level, but they do not tell teachers how to teach, nor do
they specify a curriculum; these important decisions remain under
teacher or local control.

WHAT GETS MEASURED GETS ACTED ON:
EFFECTIVE ASSESSMENTS ARE CRUCIAL
North Carolina began implementing assessments aligned
to the standards in 2012-2013.10 The assessments will allow
educators to determine how students are doing and to use this
information to improve education, so more students will be
college- and career-ready.
In addition to assessments, in order to affect student outcomes,
experts report that districts will need to choose and adopt
stronger curricula that are compatible with the Standards. Better

North Carolina’s K-12
Standards can help produce
the level of trained individuals
we will increasingly need to
protect the public.

pre- and in-service training will also be necessary, including
support for teachers’ and leaders’ learning how to use the
assessment data effectively.11
North Carolina’s Standards and aligned assessments are essential
tools that will enable educators to learn what is working from
other schools, districts, or even states. We in law enforcement
have found that highlighting the data on where crime problems
stand out can cause concerns initially, but it is the only way
to begin to seriously address ongoing problems and find real
solutions that work. Similarly, having rigorous standards and
assessments for students will help ensure that our students will
be better prepared for success in postsecondary education and the
workforce.

CONCLUSION
North Carolina’s law enforcement leaders see North Carolina’s
Standards as integral to the effort to ensure that all students
are college- and career- ready, and essential if we are going to
successfully prevent future crime. What works to help all our
young people be employable and succeed will also work to bring
down crime. That is why we in law enforcement support North
Carolina’s Standards and aligned assessments.
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