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January 22, 2018 

 

Members of the Indiana General Assembly 

Indiana State Capitol 

220 W Washington St. 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 

 

Dear Legislators: 

 

We write as retired generals, proud Hoosiers, and members of the nonpartisan national security organization, 

Mission: Readiness, to urge you to advance legislation that would raise the age for legal purchase of tobacco 

products and e-cigarettes to 21.   

 

According to U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) data, 71 percent of all 17-to 24-year-olds in Indiana are 

ineligible for military service, primarily because they are physically unfit, too poorly educated, or have 

disqualifying criminal records.  Because we are concerned about the physical fitness and military readiness of 

young Hoosiers, we believe it is a national security imperative that the General Assembly take action to reduce 

youth access to tobacco products. 

 

Raising the legal purchase age for young Hoosiers from 18 to 21 falls in line with the important work the DoD is 

already doing to drastically reduce tobacco consumption in the Armed Forces.  In addition to enforcing a ban on the 

use of tobacco products during Basic Training, the military has worked to improve education regarding the health 

risks associated with tobacco use, increase the prices of tobacco products on military installations, and create more 

smoke-free zones. The DoD has even specifically chosen Indiana as one of seven states to participate in its Building 

Healthy Military Communities pilot program.  This program seeks to provide service members and their families 

with increased access to resources promoting well-being, including smoking cessation and education programs.   

 

The DoD has stated that tobacco not only harms service members’ physical fitness and endurance, but is linked to 

decreased stress management skills and lost productivity.  Adding to this concern, tobacco use is more common in 

the military than in the civilian population. According to a 2011 survey published by DoD, close to half of all 

military service members (49.2%) used a nicotine product over the course of a year.  Further, the DoD estimates 

that nearly 175,000 current Active Duty Service members will die from using tobacco products unless they quit.   

 

Tobacco use also places a significant strain on already finite budgetary resources available to our military and 

veterans.  It is estimated that tobacco use costs the DoD $1.8 billion annually in medical expenses and lost work 

time. Further, the Veterans Health Administration spends an estimated $2.7 billion annually dealing with the later-

in-life consequences of tobacco use. 

 

Increasing the age to legally purchase tobacco products and e-cigarettes is an effective large-scale strategy to reduce 

tobacco use among young Hoosiers and prevent the development of lifelong harmful habits. Studies show that 

increasing the age to 21 has the potential to dramatically reduce overall smoking rates by delaying the age of first 

use. Indiana would join five states and nearly 280 localities that have already taken bold action to address youth 

tobacco use by raising the purchase age to 21.  
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The physical fitness and health of our current and future service members should be paramount in policy making 

decisions. We urge you to take action this legislative session to raise the age of legal purchase of tobacco 

products and e-cigarettes to 21. 

 

We would be pleased to speak with you further about this important legislative proposal. If you have any questions 

or would like to discuss this matter in greater detail, please do not hesitate to contact Megan Adamczewski, Senior 

Associate at Mission: Readiness Indiana, at madamczewski@missionreadiness.org. 

 

Very Respectfully, 

 

                                    
George A. Buskirk, Jr.                           Roy Martin “Marty” Umbarger             James Bauerle 

Major General, U.S. Army (Ret.)          Major General, U.S. Army (Ret.)          Brigadier General, U.S. Army (Ret.) 

Zionsville                                               Bargersville                                            Carmel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


