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February 2021 Legislative Newsletter
Welcome to the first edition of Council for a Strong America’s monthly legislative newsletter! We’ll share updates from

Council for a Strong America and our member organizations, ReadyNation, Mission Readiness and Fight Crime: Invest

in Kids.We welcome the opportunity to engage our unique membership base with your office on policy and legislation

that aims to strengthen support for kids and families.

If we haven’t met you yet, here’s a bit about Council for a Strong America (CSA): CSA unites organizations of

powerful leaders who advocate for programs and policies that prepare the next generation to be healthy, well-educated,

and prepared for productive lives. In California, Council for a Strong America represents three of our sister

organizations: Fight Crime: Invest in Kids whose members are police chiefs, sheriffs and district attorneys; Mission:

Readiness, retired admirals and generals; and our business leader organization, ReadyNation. CSA believes that by

investing in the future of our children, we will both rebuild and strengthen our economy, build safer communities, and

ensure our national security, as well as strengthen the economic security and health of families and communities. 

CSA California Updates_______________________________

In our January 2021 report, Home-Based Child Care: A Surprising Key to

Keeping the California Workforce Strong, we demonstrate how home-based

child care provides an invaluable contribution to California's economy by

contributing $1.4 billion in revenue. Please view and share our recommendations

for strengthening and sustaining this important sector. You can find further

recommendations in the letter your office should have received on February 5

from the Early Childhood Education Coalition, of which we are a member and a

signer on the letter. 

NEW REPORT RELEASE! 2/10/21 For the release of our latest report, Building

Pathways to Postsecondary Education Today for the Economy of

Tomorrow, we outline why investing in postsecondary pathways, specifically

dual enrollment, is necessary to meet California's future workforce demands. Join us on social media to learn more

and help amplify the message that California must support programs like dual enrollment.  

Member Spotlight____________________________________

ReadyNation member Sylvia S. Duarte is President of the Antelope Valley Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. As an

active business leader of her community and mother of two sons, Sylvia supports providing adequate resources to

support the business sector and working parents.

ReadyNation  is a national business membership organization that leverages the experience, influence, and expertise

of more than 3,000 business leaders - with over 550 here in California - to promote public policies and programs that

build a stronger workforce and economy. Since 2006, ReadyNation members have made a bottom-line case for

effective, bipartisan investments in children—from birth to young adulthood—as the future workforce that will drive

success in the global marketplace.

Legislative Update___________________________________

Our 2021 policy priorities will focus on: 

- EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION & CARE (0-3): Increasing access and

investments in high-quality, affordable, early education opportunities 

- AFTER SCHOOL: Investing in after-school programs to keep school children

safe and strengthen the continuum of care 

- K-12 EDUCATION & POSTSECONDARY ACCESS: Including addressing the

digital divide, STEM and Computer Science education, and dual enrollment

opportunities 

- CHILDREN'S HEALTH & NUTRITION: Including access to early intervention

screenings and healthy food 

As we finalize our 2021 legislative priorities, we look forward to connecting with

you to discuss potential bills from your office that reflect our policy agenda. Our membership is eager to bring their

voices to the table, and we welcome the opportunity to partner with your office this legislative session. If you have a

piece of legislation you would like to bring to our attention, please email our Deputy Director, Donna Cullinan,

at dcullinan@councilforastrongamerica.org. 

Join the Conversation on Social Media 

Follow and interact with us on social media! CSA California (@Strongnation_CA), ReadyNation

CA (@ReadyNationCA), and Fight Crime: Invest in Kids (@FightCrimeCA).  

--  
Estefanía B. López Pérez  
Sr. Communications & Policy Associate 

elopezperez@readynation.org 
Visit our website: www.strongnation.org 
Follow us on Social Media! Twitter / Instagram/  LinkedIn
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