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To: Patrick Mortiere <pmortiere@fightcrime.org>

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Council for a Strong America <elopezperez@councilforastrongamerica.org> 
Date: Thu, Jul 22, 2021 at 5:56 PM 
Subject: July 2021: Council for a Strong America - CA Budget Response, Video & Updates 
To: <Marisa.Shea@sen.ca.gov> 

July 2021 Legislative Newsletter
Good afternoon legislative partners,

The sun is shining and there are no legislative hearings on the calendar, which can only 
mean one thing: happy summer recess! 

Our July newsletter comes to you during a pivotal time in an unprecedented year, with a 
finally finalized budget that illustrates the historic growth and progress made on behalf of 
California’s children, youth, and working families. 

Council for a Strong America’s California Office and our local members of ReadyNation, 
Fight Crime: Invest in Kids, and Mission: Readiness, worked diligently with policy makers 
and partner organizations over the past year to advocate for budget allocations that 
improve our national security, public safety, and the economy while positively impacting the 
wellbeing of children and youth. With gratitude to our legislative leaders and champions 
who stood strong for children and youth, we prepared a response to this year’s budget with 
our members. Also, check out our budget summary video from our team, below!

READ OUR BUDGET RESPONSE HERE

CSA California Updates
New Report & Virtual Panel: Women & the Workforce

Multiple sources have shown women left the workforce in larger numbers due to pandemic 

related issues. Join the livestream on Wednesday, 7/28 at 11 a.m to hear our national 

ReadyNation business leaders discuss the results of our exclusive new report which found 

solving the nation’s child care crisis holds the key to bringing women back into the workforce and 

repairing the pandemic’s damage to the economy.  

New Report & Video: Equity & Opportunity California's Workforce

On June 9th we released “Improving Equity & Opportunity in California’s Workforce: A Business 
Case for Helping Advance Racial Equity Via Early Childhood Investments” in which we focus on 
the role early childhood investments play in addressing racial and socio-economic inequities now 
and for our future workforce. 

Please read and share our report and the complementing video, which includes an interview with 
ReadyNation member and CEO of TOOTRiS, Alessandra Lezama. Alessandra answers key 
questions about the importance of child care from a business standpoint, including why rate 
reform is so critical. Share via Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn! 

Legislative Updates
We were pleased that this year’s budget included many of our priorities, yet there are many 
others still moving through the legislative process. This month we shine a spotlight on two higher 
education bills that our ReadyNation business leaders support. Our members advocate to 
strengthen the economy through research-based investments in California’s children and youth, 
including providing pathways to post-secondary education and college access, and these bills aim 
to make higher education more accessible for California’s youth. 

AB 928 (Berman): Also known as the Student Transfer Achievement Reform Act of 2021, AB 928 
strengthens and simplifies the transfer process by eliminating significant points of confusion in the 
preparation process, establishing critical infrastructure within the segments of higher education, 
and ensuring more accessible reentry points to higher education.

AB 1111 (Berman): This bill would create a common course numbering system at California 
Community Colleges (CCC), reducing unnecessary confusion, easing advising, streamlining 
transfer, and reducing excess credit accumulation, saving students both time and money.

We thank Assemblymember Berman for his leadership on these vital issues.

To see more of the California Office of the Council for a Strong America’s priority legislation for 
this session, please visit our California 2021-2022 Budget and Legislative Priorities

Our Work in the News
Last month, ReadyNation and EveryChild California collaborated to place a half page ad in the 
Sacramento Bee to ask Governor Newsom to #RaiseTheRates for Child Care providers. We are 
ecstatic that a provider reimbursement rate increase and full rate reform were included in the final 
budget, and we want to thank Legislative leadership for advocating on behalf of child care 
providers, as well as Senator Connie Leyva, who is truly a champion for ECE. View our ad below:

Join the Conversation on Social Media! 

Follow and interact with us on social media! CSA California (@Strongnation_CA), ReadyNation CA (@ReadyNationCA), and Fight

Crime: Invest in Kids (@FightCrimeCA).

ABOUT COUNCIL FOR A STRONG AMERICA 

Council for a Strong America unites organizations of powerful community leaders from business, law enforcement and

retired military who advocate for cradle to career policies and investments to foster the next generation’s growth and

success in school, work, and life. In California, Council for a Strong America represents three member

organizations: ReadyNation, Fight Crime: Invest in Kids, and Mission: Readiness.
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