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Dear Members of the Pennsylvania General Assembly: 
 
 In the years from birth to age 5, children develop one million brain synapses per second. When 
“hard-wired” through high-quality early learning and proficient parenting, these connections become 
the building blocks of future learning, achievement, behavior and physical health. The absence of 
structure and nurturing and stimulating environments can put children at-risk of dropping out of 
school, developing behavioral and mental health issues, lacking respect for others, and many other 
challenges that increase the risk of future criminality. 

 
 Throughout the pandemic, Pennsylvania's early care and education system has faced enormous 
challenges. Pre-K Counts and Head Start classrooms as well as evidence-based home visiting models 
have implemented flexible delivery options to operate in a virtual environment as well as ensuring safe 
practices for those continuing to meet face-to-face. After the initial shutdown where roughly 80 
percent of Pennsylvania's child care/early learning providers shut their doors, many providers continue 
to struggle with reduced enrollment and paying competitive wages. As such, more than 500 child care 
providers have closed their doors permanently since March 2020. 
 
 Federal CARES Act and other economic stimulus funding have helped; however, additional 
action is needed to further stabilize the Early Care and Education sector and grow access to these 
essential services for more of Pennsylvania's working families when our economy fully reopens.   
 
 As part of the 2021-22 final state budget, we encourage you to: 
 
1)    Increase high-quality pre-k line items by $30 million to serve 3,271 new children ($25 million in 
Pre-K  Counts to serve 2,800 children and $5 million in the Head Start Supplemental Assistance 
Program to serve 471 children). 
 
2)    Maintain the rate increase provided to Pre-K Counts and Head Start Supplemental Assistance 
Programs in FY 2020-21 to support increased operating costs. 
 
3)    Level-fund the Child Care Services and Child Care Assistance state line items in the Department 
of Human Services¾supplanting state resources with federal funds is not allowed. 
 
4)    Dedicate federal child care funds to: 
    a.    Serve at least 3,000 additional infants and toddlers in new high-quality contracted slots to get 
more parents back to work and move towards providing more stable funding for programs. (Estimated 
$48 million) 
     b.    Restore and fully-fund Education and Retention Awards for child care teachers and directors 
that are achieving higher degrees and credentials, recognizing highly-qualified professionals are key to 
maintaining and building high-quality programs for children. (Estimated $30 million) 
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5)    Child care is an essential component to our economic recovery. Please work with the Start Strong 
PA campaign in which Fight Crime: Invest in Kids is a partner to ensure federal stimulus funds are 
invested wisely to strengthen the system as we move out of the pandemic and support working 
families. 
 
6)    Support more pregnant women and families with young children by providing for a collective $6.3 
million increase in funding for evidence-based home visiting with $3.9 million allocated for the 
Community-Based Family Center line and $2.4 million allocated for the Nurse-Family Partnership 
line, both in the Department of Human Services. 
 
 These actions will provide much needed resources to preserve and strengthen the 
Commonwealth's existing early learning system and ensure the healthy development of more young 
children. 
 
 Thank you for your consideration of this proposal and for everything you are doing to keep 
Pennsylvania safe! 
  

Respectfully, 
 

Matthew D. Weintraub 
District Attorney 
Bucks County 
 
John F. Gardner 
Chief of Police  
State College 
Centre County 
 
David W. Sunday 
District Attorney 
York County 
 
Dane Anthony 
Sheriff 
Franklin County 
 
Jack Stollsteimer 
District Attorney 
Delaware County 
 
Curt McClain 
Chief of Police 
Coudersport Borough 
Potter County 

Heather Adams 
District Attorney 
Lancaster County 
 
John W. Dzurek 
Chief of Police 
Douglass Township 
Berks County 
 
Michael Piecuch 
District Attorney 
Snyder County 
 
John Loomis 
Sheriff 
Erie County 
 
M.L. “Skip” Ebert 
District Attorney 
Cumberland County 
 
William P. Mullen 
Sheriff 
Allegheny County 
 

Scott L. Bohn 
Executive Director 
Pennsylvania Chiefs of 
Police Association 
 
Richard Goldinger 
District Attorney 
Butler County 
 
Timothy T. Chamberlain 
Sheriff 
Columbia County 
 
Angela L. Mattis 
District Attorney 
Montour County 
 
Bryan L. Sampsel 
Sheriff 
Centre County 
 
Pier Hess Graf 
District Attorney 
Lebanon County 
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Erik P. Grunzig 
Chief of Police 
Brecknock Township 
Lancaster County 
 
Deborah S. Ryan 
District Attorney 
Chester County 
 
Kerry Stover 
Sheriff 
Clinton County 
 
Mike O’Pake 
District Attorney 
Schuylkill County 
 
Allen L. Breach 
Chief of Police 
Locust Township  
Columbia County 
 
Dominick Bellizzie 
Chief of Police 
Solebury Township 
Bucks County 
 
Thomas H. Barndt 
Chief of Police 
Lower Saucon Township 
Northampton County 
 
Stephen L. Margeson 
Chief of Police 
Camp Hill Borough 
Cumberland County 
 
Robert Wolfgang 
Sheriff 
Forest County 
 
 
 

 
Bernie Cantorna 
District Attorney 
Centre County 
 
Ivy L. Brenzel 
Chief of Police 
Moscow Borough 
Lackawanna County 
 
Kevin J. Harris 
Chief of Police 
City of Monongahela 
Washington County 
 
Andrew J. Bender 
District Attorney 
Perry County 
 
Robert E. Fyock 
Sheriff 
Indiana County 
 
Christopher Lunn 
Chief of Police 
Township of Newtown 
Delaware County 
 
Michael Turner  
Chief of Police 
West Pittston Borough 
Luzerne County 
 
Ronny Anderson 
Sheriff 
Cumberland County 
 
Justin D. Hess 
Chief of Police 
Hummelstown Borough 
Dauphin County 
 
 
 

 
Jack Daneri 
District Attorney 
Erie County 
 
Jason C. Loper 
Chief of Police 
Fairview Township 
York County 
 
James A. Hoenshell 
Chief of Police 
Sankertown Borough 
Cambria County 
 
Richard Keuerleber 
Sheriff 
York County 
 
Brian Sinnett 
District Attorney 
Adams County 
 
David A. Strouse 
District Attorney 
Clinton County 
 
Bart Bucher 
Chief of Police 
Collegeville Borough 
Montgomery County 
 
Christopher Wolfer 
Chief of Police 
North Catasauqua Borough 
Northampton County 
 
Keith B. Stains 
Sheriff 
Fulton County 
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Clinton “C.J.” Walters 
Sheriff 
Bradford County 
 
David W. Duffy 
Chief of Police 
Upper Gwynedd Township 
Montgomery County 
 
John B. Ireland 
Chief of Police 
Marcus Hook Borough 
Delaware County 
 
Kevin C. McCarthy, Sr. 
Chief of Police 
East Earl Township 
Lancaster County 
 
John Egan 
Chief of Police 
Bethel Township 
Delaware County 
 
William T. Holdsworth 
Chief of Police 
Kennett Square Borough 
Chester County 
 
Albert L. Walker 
Chief of Police 
Hanover Township 
Luzerne County 
 
Jeffrey J. Kuntz 
Chief of Police 
South Buffalo Township 
Armstrong County 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Bryan Rizzo 
Chief of Police 
Northeastern Regional Police 
York County 
 
Andy Kerecman 
Chief of Police 
Throop Borough 
Lackawanna County 
 
William Tierney 
Chief of Police 
Hatfield Borough 
Montgomery County 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
    
 


