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March 29, 2021 

 

Colorado General Assembly 

200 E. Colfax Avenue 

Denver, CO 80203 

 

Re: HB 21-1222 

 

Dear Member of the House Public & Behavioral Health & Human Services Committee: 

  

We write as retired admirals and generals of the national security organization 

Mission: Readiness to respectfully request your support for the passage of HB 21-

1222 - Regulation of Family Child Care Homes. This bill would ensure that 

homeowners have the ability to operate a licensed family child care program from their 

homes. 

  

We are deeply concerned that, according to the Department of Defense, 70 percent of 

young Coloradans between the ages of 17 and 24 are ineligible for military service, in 

part because of poor academic achievement. We are equally concerned about the 

impact the lack of quality child care has on our economy. 

 

The importance of a child’s earliest years cannot be overstated. There is scientific 

consensus that brain development from birth to age five sets the foundation for a 

child’s future success. Mission: Readiness supports programs that increase children’s 

access to high-quality early care and education. These programs help ensure that 

children get off to a strong start and are prepared for academic success. Additionally, 

they can help prepare young people to live healthy lives and prevent later behavioral 

issues.  

 

Since 2011, Colorado has seen a dramatic decline in the number of family child care 

homes. This has been exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, with an additional 10 

percent of providers closing their doors. HB 21-1222 would reduce unnecessary 

barriers in order to increase the supply of licensed care through the simple action of 

treating family child care homes as residences instead of commercial facilities. 

 

 

Our experience as military leaders has taught us just how critical early care and 

education is to living a healthy and productive life. There is even evidence  



 

 
StrongNation.org 

showing how early learning programs can help reduce America’s high rate of 

childhood obesity, another factor impacting military service. Quality child care provides 

children with the right start in life so that they can grow up to be successful in the 

military, or whatever career they may choose. That is why we urge you to support HB 

21-1222.  

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

  

Very Respectfully, 

 

 

 

Victor “Gene” Renuart           Michael D. Haskins           Michael C. Gould          

General             Vice Admiral            Lieutenant General        

U.S. Air Force (Retired)           U.S. Navy (Retired)           U.S. Air Force (Retired)                 

 

 

 

 

Christopher Colvin             Douglas P. Anson            John L. Barry 

Rear Admiral             Major General                        Major General      

U.S. Coast Guard (Retired)           U.S. Army (Retired)                     U.S. Air Force (Retired) 

      

 

 

 

Gary R. Dylewski             Anthony F. Przybyslawski           Bentley Rayburn 

Major General             Major General                       Major General        

U.S. Air Force (Retired)           U.S. Air Force (Retired)          U.S. Air Force (Retired) 

     

     

 

 

Mason C. Whitney             Ronald L. Huntley 

Major General             Brigadier General 

U.S. Air Force (Retired)           U.S. Air Force (Retired) 


