
 

2020-2025 Ohio Infant and Toddler Policy Goals  
The goals below were established by Groundwork Ohio and other infant and toddler 
advocacy partners. Council for a Strong America will work in support of these goals.  
 
Objective #1: Build a Comprehensive Early Childhood System that Reflects the 
Unique Needs of Infants & Toddlers 

● Support thriving children and families through the development of a 
comprehensive early childhood system that defines and coordinates leadership, 
recruits and engages stakeholders, finances strategically, enhances and aligns 
services, ensures accountability, and implements continuous improvement 
strategies.  

● Increase the footprint of Ohio’s early childhood system by serving 50,000 more 
infants and toddlers in evidenced-based interventions that drive child education 
and health outcomes by 2023 and 100,000 by 2025.  

 
Objective #2: Increase Access to High-Quality Infant and Toddler Early Care and 
Education 

● Support the healthy development of infants, toddlers and their parents in the 
workforce by increasing access to and improving the quality of early childhood 
education in Ohio.  This means incrementally expanding the eligibility criteria 
from 130% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) to 200% of the FPL and ensuring 
that all children accessing state funded early childhood education services 
participate in a quality rated program that positions them for success early and 
drives later child outcomes. These policy changes would result in an additional 
21,302 low income infants and toddlers currently served in child care to be 
served in a quality rated program.  They also hold the potential, based on current 
uptake and utilization, of serving an estimated 4,800 additional infants and 
toddlers. 

● 100% of 21,302 infants and toddlers currently served are in a quality rated 
program by June of 2020.  

● 100% of 21,302 infants and toddlers currently served and any additional served 
are in a highly rated program by June of 2025. 

● Identify and vet targeted solutions for building capacity for infants and toddler 
care. Build awareness among early childhood stakeholders and be prepared to 
educate statewide policymakers about viable funding models, tools and targeted 
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alternatives with cost projections that could be implemented at a state level or 
local examples that could be scaled. 

 
Objective #3: Empower Parents of Infants and Toddlers Through Evidence-Based 
Home Visiting 

● Empower parents and improve outcomes for Ohio’s most at-risk infants and 
toddlers by tripling the number of children and families, serving an additional 
20,000 per year, through voluntary, evidenced-based home visiting services that 
reduce infant mortality, prevent child abuse and neglect, promote healthy child 
development and increase school readiness and serve an additional 20,000 
eligible infants and toddlers in Early Intervention. 

● Leveraging Medicaid to deliver on the goal of increasing access to home visiting. 
● Evidence-based home visiting programs and other in-home parenting programs 

reporting common outcomes data through Ohio Comprehensive Home Visiting 
Integrated Data System (OCHIDS) regardless of funding stream. 
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