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January 29, 2020 
 
Honorable J.B. Pritzker, Governor 
Honorable Don Harmon, President, Illinois Senate 
Honorable Michael Madigan, Speaker, Illinois House of Representatives 
Honorable Bill Brady, Minority Leader, Illinois Senate 
Honorable Jim Durkin, Minority Leader, Illinoi House of Representatives 
 
Dear Illinois Leaders:   
 
The Kindergarten Individual Readiness Development Survey (KIDS) is a statewide assessment of young 
children’s readiness for school. But we also view it as an employment forecast – and a disheartening one, 
demanding our full attention. 
 
In fall 2018, Illinois teachers rated only about one in four kindergarten students as ready for school in all of 
the key areas studied: math, language and literacy, and social-emotional development – basic skills that 
represent a foundation for success, both in school and eventually on the job. Left unchecked, school-
readiness challenges can easily become significant workforce-readiness obstacles. This makes their prompt 
resolution a top priority for our state’s approach to economic policy – and better yet, their prevention in the 
first place. 
 
Gratefully, years of research and experience make clear the ways we can best aid skills development, 
especially among kids who face the greatest challenges and need help most. We Illinois business leaders 
want to thank you for the vital policy investments you have made in children and youth, and we encourage 
you to build further on these successes during this legislative session.   
 
We are among the 2,600 business executives, across the country, who comprise ReadyNation – a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan network committed to strengthening the quality and stability of our workforce by focusing 
greater attention on research-proven investments in kids. We offer the following recommendations for 
inclusion in Illinois’ FY2021 state budget for the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE), Department of 
Human Services (DHS), and Illinois Student Assistance Commission (ISAC): 
 
Early care and education - We are heartened that the Governor has appointed an expert commission to 
study the long-term scope of resources needed for filling Illinois’ early care and education gaps, an effort 
we strongly support. In the meantime, we urge several interim investments of further help for young 
children: 
 
• Preschool and birth-to-3 programs – An increase of at least $150 million in ISBE’s Early Childhood 

Block Grant could help bolster not only preschool, but critical birth-to-3 services statewide – another 
step toward improving their reach, quality, and equity. Even after years of important, incremental 
expansion, far too many families still lack access to the help they seek for grounding their young 
children in good early learning experiences. This increase would take the grant total to $693.7 million. 
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•  Child care assistance – Workforce stability and productivity hinge, in part, on working families’ 
ability to access affordable, reliable care for kids while their parents are on the job. As our state 
continues to rebuild from deep, 2015 cuts in the DHS Child Care Assistance Program, its caseloads 
remain tens of thousands of children below historical levels – but they’re heading in the right 
direction, and Illinois should continue to build on recent improvements in families’ eligibility and 
program quality. An increase of at least $50 million in FY21 would help this essential program to keep 
moving forward.  

 
• “Parent coaching” services – The DHS-administered Healthy Families Illinois (HFI) and Parents 

Too Soon (PTS) programs support voluntary, home-visiting efforts for the new and expecting parents 
of at-risk children, from birth to age 3. But their state funding has been stagnant for years, and they 
continue to reach only a fraction of the households that could benefit.  We request a $2.37 million 
increase in HFI and $1.62 million boost in PTS to meet more of the demand for these important 
services, bringing their combined total to $20.9 million. 

 
• Early Intervention – These are vital therapies for young children with developmental delays and 

disabilities. Increasing their help by $25 million would help meet growing needs, particularly among 
youngsters exposed to lead. It could bolster low provider compensation and support data-system 
improvements, while bringing EI resources to a total of $133.6 million. 
 

Elementary through post-secondary education 
 
• After-school programs – Teen REACH efforts have helped raise participants’ grades and graduation 

rates while providing youth with safe, positive environments during out-of-school hours. A $5.4 
million increase to extend these DHS services further would raise the program to $19.6 million and 
bring resources closer to the level of support they enjoyed before years of cuts and neglect. Similarly, 
our state should redouble efforts to strengthen after-school offerings through ISBE. 
 

• Career & Technical Education – At the very least, Illinois should maintain its investments in these 
experience-based learning opportunities for middle and high school students, administered through 
ISBE. This past year brought a $5 million increase in CTE programs that help familiarize youth with 
promising careers and the job skills they entail. Growing these resources, over time, can only help 
bolster workforce quality even further. 

 
• Postsecondary financial aid – Monetary Award Program (MAP) grants help low-income students to 

access college. But too few students who qualify for this help actually receive it, and MAP assistance 
covers far less ground than it once did. An FY20 increase in these grants was a big step forward, and 
should be followed with a further, $100 million boost in the coming year to help more of the young 
people who need postsecondary education and training for the careers they seek. 

 
These priorities have enjoyed bipartisan support over the years, reflecting their value and their backing in 
research. We ask that the FY21 Illinois budget reflect their importance once more, representing another 
investment in the well-being of not only children and families, but our workforce and economy statewide. 
We thank you for your service to Illinois, and we look forward to working with you in these regards. We’d 
also be interested in meeting to discuss these priorities, and can follow-up shortly with your offices.  
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Sincerely, the undersigned business leaders and members of ReadyNation – 
 

Joni Duncan 
Sr. VP & Chief HR 
Officer, Ann & Robert H. 
Lurie Children’s Hospital 
Chicago 

Maureen Kahn  
President & CEO,  
Blessing Health System 
Quincy 

Keith Krutz 
President,  
IMS Buhrke-Olson, LLC 
Arlington Heights 
 

   
Lisa Weitzel 
President, Illinois  
Association of Chamber of 
Commerce Executives 
Springfield 
 

Charles Carey 
Chairman,  
CME Group Foundation 
Chicago 

Christa Markgraff 
VP of Operations, 
Nicor Gas 
Naperville 

Rudy Valdez 
VP, South West Ideas for  
Today & Tomorrow  
Rockford 

Lisa Savegnago 
President,  
Nameplate & Panel Technology 
Carol Stream 

Sandra Westlund-Deenihan 
President,  
Quality Float Works, Inc. 
Schaumburg 

   
Kayla Edwards 
Managing Partner,  
Express Employment  
Professionals, Springfield 

Einar Forsman 
President/CEO,  
Rockford Chamber of  
Commerce, Rockford 

Brian McGuire 
President & CEO,  
Associated Equipment  
Distributors, Schaumburg 

   
Chris Setti 
CEO, Greater Peoria  
Economic Development  
Council, Peoria 
 

Norma Lansing 
President & CEO,  
Effingham County Chamber 
of Commerce, Effingham 
 

Brian Wallace 
President & CEO,  
Coin Laundry Association,  
Oakbrook Terrace 

David Sabathne 
President & CEO, Western 
DuPage Chamber of  
Commerce, West Chicago 

Jason Powell 
Director of Business 
Development, WLC 
Management Firm, LLC 
Marion 

Patti Thayer 
President, 
Thayer Lighting, Inc. 
Loves Park 

   
Manuel Sanchez 
Founder & Managing 
Principal, Sanchez, Daniels 
& Hoffman, LLP, Chicago 
 
 
 
 
 

Jennifer Olson 
President & CEO, Carbondale 
Chamber of Commerce  
Carbondale 

John Quigley 
President & CEO,  
Elmhurst Chamber of  
Commerce & Industry,  
Elmhurst 
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Cindy Warke 
Executive Director,  
Gateway Center 
Collinsville 
 

Tricia O’Brien 
President, Hoffman 
Estates Chamber of  
Commerce & Industry  
Hoffman Estates 
 

LoRayne Logan 
President & Founder,  
Workplace Staff & Search 
Rockford 

Sarah Marion 
Executive Director,  
Manteno Chamber of  
Commerce, Manteno 
 

Adam Hendrian 
Credit Analyst, Knapheide 
Manufacturing Co. 
Quincy 

Mike Beard 
Executive Director,  
Greater Jefferson County  
Chamber of Commerce,  
Mt. Vernon 

   
Sherneka Cagle 
VP of Operations, Peoria  
Area Chamber of  
Commerce, Peoria 
 

Kim Schilf 
President & CEO,  
Lincoln Park Chamber of 
Commerce, Chicago 

Desiree Bennyhoff 
President & CEO,  
Edwardsville/Glen Carbon  
Chamber of Commerce,  
Edwardsville 

   
Jessica Linder Gallo 
President & CEO,  
Aurora Regional Chamber  
of Commerce, Aurora 

Kerry O’Brien 
Executive Director,  
Wheaton Chamber of  
Commerce, Wheaton 

Rudy Melchiorre 
President,  
RME, Inc. 
Woodridge 

   
Jessica Meadows 
President & CEO,  
Charleston Area Chamber  
of Commerce, Charleston 
 

Paula Schmidt 
President,  
Geneva Chamber of Commerce,  
Geneva 

Mike Broski 
President,  
Entre Computer Solutions 
Machesney Park 

Mike Paone 
VP, Joliet Region  
Chamber of Commerce  
& Industry, Joliet 
 

Jim Oliff 
Former Chairman, 
CME Group 
Chicago 

Christina Van Yperen 
Executive Director,  
Grundy County Chamber of 
Commerce, Morris 

Bill Fleming 
Executive Director,  
Pekin Area Chamber of 
Commerce, Pekin 
 

Pam Bodzioch 
Senior Director of Human  
Resources, Numerator 
Chicago 

Holly Cain 
Executive Director, Quincy 
Area Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, Quincy 

Laura Weis 
President & CEO,  
Champaign Chamber of  
Commerce, Champaign 
 

Liz Holt 
Executive Director,  
Oak Park-River Forest  
Chamber of Commerce,  
Oak Park 
 

Suzi Wirtz 
President & CEO,  
West Suburban Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry,  
Hodgkins 
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Carol Gieske 
President & CEO,  
Elgin Area Chamber of 
Commerce, Elgin 
 

Athena Caballero 
Staffing Specialist,  
HireLevel, Inc.,  
Marion 

Jon Ridler 
Executive Director,  
Arlington Heights Chamber 
of Commerce,  
Arlington Heights 
 

Zack Sullivan 
Executive Director,  
Geneseo Chamber of  
Commerce, Geneseo 
 

Virginia Glasner 
President,  
Highland Park Chamber of  
Commerce, Highland Park 

Peter Coules 
Partner,  
Donatelli & Coules, Ltd.,  
Hinsdale 

Matt Duffy 
Executive Director, 
DeKalb Chamber of 
Commerce, DeKalb 
 

Bob Guirl 
Director of Strategy and 
Development (retired),  
UTC Aerospace Systems  
Rockford 
 

Cat Coppinger 
Executive Director,  
Pontiac Chamber of  
Commerce, Pontiac  

Jennifer Bishop 
Executive Director,  
Marshall Area Chamber of  
Commerce, Marshall 

Maureen Glasoe 
Owner,  
Virgo Words 
Evanston 

Rosemarie Treml 
Executive Director,  
Sycamore Chamber of  
Commerce, Sycamore 
 

John Keller 
President, Riverbend  
Growth Association 
Godfrey 
 

Janet Mathis 
Principal,  
The Development Consortium 
Geneseo 
 

Jamal Mohamed 
Solutions Director,  
Mivation, Inc.  
Normal 
 

Kevin O’Keeffe 
Executive Director,  
Bolingbrook Area Chamber  
of Commerce, Bolingbrook 
 

Joellen Randall 
VP, Human Resources, 
Blessings Health System 
Quincy 
 

Nancie Zobrist 
Executive Director, Highland 
Chamber of Commerce 
Highland 

Leonard Criddle 
Executive Director,  
Romeoville Area Chamber  
of Commerce, Romeoville 
 

Marcus Holland 
Executive Director,  
Greater Centralia Chamber  
of Commerce, Centralia 

Jason Murphy 
Inside Sales Manager,  
WS Communications 
Collinsville 
 

Melissa Hernandez 
President, Northern Kane  
County Chamber of  
Commerce, Carpentersville 
 

Kevin Weinacht 
President, 
Weinacht & Associates 
Collinsville 
 

Emily Poff 
President & CEO,  
Kankakee County Chamber  
of Commerce, Kankakee 



 
 ILLINOIS 

 
StrongNation.org/ReadyNation 

 
 
Alicia Bermes 
Executive Director,  
Niles Chamber of  
Commerce & Industry  
Niles 
 

 
 
Jim Jacobs 
President,  
Jacobs Air Conditioning  
& Heating Inc. 
Carbondale 

 
 
Ken Kaczynski 
President,  
K&L Watch Service, Inc.  
Mt. Prospect 
 

Julie Yusim 
Executive Director,  
Wilmette/Kenilworth  
Chamber of Commerce,  
Wilmette 
 

Yvonne Invergo 
Executive Director,  
Lombard Area Chamber of 
Commerce, Lombard 
 

Brad Billings 
President & CEO (retired),  
Blessing Health System 
Quincy 

Tony Beiermann 
Community Senior VP,  
First Mid Bank & Trust 
Peoria 
 
 

Laurrie Minor 
Executive Director,  
Sullivan Chamber of Commerce 
& Economic Development, 
Sullivan 
 

Sarah Petty 
Founder,  
Joy of Marketing, 
Springfield 

Emily Melvin 
Account Manager,  
Priority Staffing Group,  
Marion 
 

Steve Gaus 
Executive Director,  
Palatine Area Chamber of  
Commerce, Palatine 
 

Karen Wilson 
Owner & Agent,  
Karen Wilson State Farm, 
Godfrey 

Jerry Knudtson 
President,  
Konen Insurance 
Aurora 

Kris Noble 
Executive Director,  
Sauk Valley Area Chamber of 
Commerce, Sterling 
 

Jay Schwartz 
Owner, 
Strange Cargo 
Chicago 

Glenn Swick 
Managing Broker,  
Swick Realty,  
Quincy 
 

Ed Dowd 
Executive Director,  
Mattoon Chamber of  
Commerce, Mattoon 
 

Miriam Iwrey 
CEO,  
Carol Stream Chamber of  
Commerce, Carol Stream 

Carla Bobell 
Executive Director,  
Canton Area Chamber of 
Commerce, Canton 
 

Jeff Bloemker 
Commercial Loan Officer, 
Bank of Hillsboro 
Effingham 

Erik Christian 
Owner, Principal Consultant 
HR Fit 
Edelstein  
 

Carlos Fernandez 
VP/General Manager,  
WGEM 
Quincy 

Bill Clow 
Business Engagement Partner,  
Greater Freeport Partnership, 
Freeport 

Mark Rouse 
Owner,  
Runner’s High ‘n Tri 
Arlington Heights 
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Felicitas Cortez 
Executive Director,  
Orland Park Area  
Chamber of Commerce,  
Orland Park 
 

Ted Glasoe 
Owner,  
Ted Glasoe Photography 
Evanston 
 

Steward Sandstrom 
Senior Project Manager,  
Levi, Ray, & Shoup, Inc., 
Springfield 
 

Emily Johnson 
CEO, New Lenox  
Chamber of Commerce,  
New Lenox 
 

Mindy Cain 
Director of Workforce  
Development, Champaign 
County Chamber of  
Commerce, Champaign 
 

Dean Clark 
President & CEO, 
Graphic Chemical & Ink 
Villa Park 

Mirinda Rothrock 
President, Greater  
Decatur Chamber of  
Commerce, Decatur 
 

Lindsay Bussick 
Executive Director,  
Herrin Chamber of Commerce 
Herrin 

Lauren Rullo 
Sales & Marketing Manager,  
Weber Grill Restaurant, 
Lombard 

Jessica Wobbekind 
Executive Director,  
Logan Square Chamber  
of Commerce,  
Chicago 

Dan Swinney 
Executive Director,  
Chicago Manufacturing  
Renaissance Council,  
Chicago 
 

Dr. Christopher Burke 
President,  
Christopher B. Burke  
Engineering, Ltd., 
Rosemont 

Elizabeth Krenzer 
Consultant & Sr, VP of 
Manufacturing (retired), 
Cardinal Health  
Deerfield 
 

Wendy Pfeil 
Executive Director,       
Greater Belleville Chamber  
of Commerce  
Belleville 

Tom Fitch 
Senior Director of Facilities, 
Springfield Clinic 
Springfield 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 


