FIGHT CRIME:
INVEST IN KIDS

COUNCIL FOR A STRONG AMERICA
ILLINOIS

January 30, 2020

Honorable J.B. Pritzker, Governor

Honorable Michael Madigan, Speaker, Illinois House of Representatives
Honorable Don Harmon, President, Illinois Senate

Honorable Jim Durkin, Minority Leader, Illinois House of Representatives
Honorable Bill Brady, Minority Leader, Illinois Senate

Members of the Illinois General Assembly

Dear Illinois Leaders:

Those of us on Illinois’ front lines in the fight against crime work hard every day to take criminals off the
streets. But we also know that we will never arrest and imprison our way out of Illinois’ crime problem, nor
can we afford to do so.

We must prevent crime before it happens through proven strategies that reach children and youth. Doing so
not only spares the state the enormous financial burden of cleaning up after crime, it also spares countless
Illinoisans from the tragedy of becoming victims.

That’s why law enforcement leaders from across the state have consistently called for increased support of
key programs for children and youth. The foundation of a safe, fiscally-stable state is the programs that
help ensure children will become responsible, productive, and law-abiding adults.

As you draw-up and enact an FY2021 budget in the coming weeks, we — the undersigned 181 law
enforcement leaders — urge you to focus on the strategies outlined below that will help deliver a more
secure and prosperous future for Illinois:

(1) Improve voluntary preschool and birth-to-3 opportunities by increasing the Early Childhood
Block Grant (ECBG) to at least $694 million in FY21. High-quality preschool and birth-to-3
programs can help dramatically reduce future crime. While our state has made real progress in support
of these programs, we still have a long way to go before all families have access to a quality preschool
program for their 3- and 4-year-olds. The effects of this underinvestment are seen as early as
kindergarten, when only one in four kindergartners is deemed “ready” for school by their teachers. The
consequences can continue all the way through school and into adulthood, including reduced high
school completion and increased encounters with our criminal justice system. Illinois has an
opportunity with the FY2021 budget to take a significant step toward a much better future for young
children and our communities, through an additional $150 million investment in the Early Childhood
Block Grant in the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE).

(2) Increase support for home-visiting programs in the Illinois Department of Human Services
(IDHS) budget for new parents of at-risk children by appropriating $20.9 million in support for
Healthy Families Illinois and Parents Too Soon. Voluntary home-visiting provides “coaching” for
new parents of very young, at-risk children. These community-based programs are among the most
effective strategies for reducing exposure to Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and have also
shown success with helping addicted parents achieve sobriety. Funding for these highly effective
programs has remained stagnant for nearly a decade and we continue to reach only a fraction of the
families who could benefit.
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(4) Increase funding for afterschool programs in the IDHS and ISBE budgets. Youth-development
programs can help effectively counteract what police call the “prime time for juvenile crime” during the
hours directly after the school day ends. Law enforcement leaders support restoring funding for Teen
REACH in the IDHS budget to $19.6 million, a level that can provide support for more of our
communities that need safe and enriching places for young people in those risky after-school hours.

We also urge support for a request by the ACT Now Coalition to ISBE to fund after-school programs in
our lowest-performing school districts.

(5) Continue funding of $6.37 million for juvenile Redeploy Illinois to cut recidivism for young
offenders. Redeploy Illinois reduces recidivism and saves money by contracting with counties to
provide support and accountability for juvenile offenders in their home communities, instead of sending
them to a Department of Juvenile Justice prison facility. This highly effective initiative continues to
recover from the state budget impasse, with many counties reluctant to reengage in an effort that
suffered greatly when bills were not being paid. In FY21, the Department of Human Services should
continue to focus on bringing formerly participating counties back into the program as well as working
to expand to more counties in the future.

(6) Fully support the DHS Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) in FY21 while continuing to
rebuild participation. State child care assistance for low-income, working families has long helped
parents find reliable, educational settings for children’s care while they are on the job. These programs
are also a significant component of the early learning system. We commend the state for recent
progress strengthening CCAP access, quality, and affordability. CCAP participation, however, remains
significantly lower than a few years ago. Our request for FY21 is increased general revenue
funding for CCAP to at least $482 million to enhance quality and to increase the number of families
receiving help paying for child care expenses.

When it comes to safeguarding our cities and counties, there is no substitute for rigorous law enforcement.
But we, the undersigned, also know from years of crime-fighting experience and thorough research that we
must give kids a solid foundation in life through the proven methods we have detailed above.

We thank you for this opportunity to provide input, and we look forward to working with you, our Illinois
policy leaders, toward realizing these crucial investments in building a safe and flourishing future for our
children, families, and communities. We would welcome discussing these priorities with you at your
earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

Hon. Robert Berlin Hon. Gerald Bustos Chief Steven Casstevens
Du Page County State’s Attorney Rock Island County Sheriff =~ Buffalo Grove Police Dept.

Hon. Thomas Dart Chief Mitchell Davis Sheriff Mark Doran

Cook County Sheriff Hazel Crest Police Dept. Ford County Sheriff

Hon. Bruce Kettelkamp Chief Robert Marshall Hon. Joseph McMahon

Christian County Sheriff Naperville Police Dept. Kane County State’s Attorney

Hon. Michael Nerheim Chief Daniel O’Shea Hon. Richard Watson

Lake County State’s Attorney Rockford Police Dept. St. Clair County Sheriff

Hon. Eric Weis Chief Thomas Weitzel Hon. Brandon Zanotti

Kendall County State’s Attorney  Riverside Police Dept. Williamson County State’s Attorney

Page 2



Hon. Rick Amato
De Kalb County State’s Attorney

Chief James Black
Crystal Lake Police Dept.

Hon. Daniel Cockrum
Hardin County State’s Attorney

Hon. Karen Donnelly
LaSalle County State’s Attorney

Hon. James Gomric
St Clair County State’s Attorney

Hon. Marilyn Hite Ross
Winnebago County State’s Attorney

Hon. Andrew Killian
Ford County State’s Attorney

Chief William Kushner
Des Plaines Police Dept.

Chief Terry Lemming
Lockport Police Dept.

Hon. James Mendrick
Du Page County Sheriff

Hon. Jim Rowe
Kankakee County State’s Attorney

Hon. Jeff Standard
Fulton County Sheriff

Chief Jeffrey VenHuizen
Rock Island Police Dept.

Chief Kenny Winslow
Springtield Police Dept.

Hon. Brian Asbell
Peoria County Sheriff

Hon. Timothy Brown
Alexander County Sheriff

Chief Robert Copley
Quincy Police Dept.

Hon. David Ernest
Boone County Sheriff's Dept.

Chief Fred Hayes
Elwood Police Dept.

Hon. John Idleburg
Lake County Sheriff

Chief John Konopek
Plainfield Police Dept.

Hon. Jacqueline Lacy
Vermilion County State’s Attorney

Chief Loren Marion
Peoria Police Dept.

Chief Robert Porter
Huntley Police Dept.

Hon. Jon Sandage
McLean County Sheriff

Chief Steven Stelter
Westchester Police Dept.

Chief Wayne Walles
Waukegan Police Dept.

Hon. Dan Wright
Sangamon County State’s Attorney
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Hon. Dwight Baird
Kendall County Sheriff

Hon. Jack Campbell
Sangamon County Sheriff

Chief Dan Donath
Bloomington Police Dept.

Chief Stephen Evans
Collinsville Police Dept.

Hon. Dustin Heuerman
Champaign County Sheriff

Chief Frank Kaminski
Park Ridge Police Dept.

Chief James Kruger
Oak Brook Police Dept.

Chief (retired) Russell Laine
Fox Lake Police Dept.

Chief Marc Maton
Lemont Police Dept.

Hon. Julia Rietz
Champaign County State's Attorney

Hon. John Simonton
Lee County Sheriff's Dept.

Chief Valdimir Talley
Maywood Police Dept.

Chief Elvia Williams
Richton Park Police Dept.

Hon. Randy Yedinak
Livingston County State’s Attorney



Chief Tom Aftanas
Forest Park Police Dept.

Chief Phillip Arnold
Wilmington Police Dept.

Chief Curt Barker
Macomb Police Dept.

Chief Kurt Bluder
La Grange Police Dept.

Hon. Bill Brown
Clark County Sheriff

Hon. Michael Carr
Jackson County State’s Attorney

Chief Tim Contois
LaGrange Park Police Dept.

Chief David Daigle
Palatine Police Dept.

Chief Darin DeHaan
Oregon Police Dept.

Chief C. Jeffrey Doran
Savanna Police Dept.

Chief Robert Dykstra
Rockdale Police Dept.

Chief Frank Fagiano
Elmwood Park Police Dept.

Chief Patrick Finlon
Cary Police Dept.

Hon. Ben Goetten
Jersey County State’s Attorney

Chief William Alexander
Posen Police Dept.

Chief Steve Balinski
Kildeer Police Dept.

Chief Douglas Bernabei
Peru Police Dept.

Hon. Ken Briley
Grundy County Sheriff

Chief Joel Brumlik
Winthrop Harbor Police Dept.

Chief Ed Clark
Crest Hill Police Dept.

Chief David Cornett
Village of Tilton Police Dept.

Chief Chris Darsham
Farmington Police Dept.

Chief David DeMik
Riverdale Police Dept.

Hon. Kevin Doyle
Putnam County Sheriff

Hon. Ramon Escapa
Schuyler County State’s Attorney

Hon. Gary Farha
Adams County State’s Attorney

Chief Carlos Garcia
North Riverside Police Dept.

Hon. David Greenwood
Pike County Sheriff
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Chief Adam Anderson
Mason City Police Dept.

Hon. Steven Bareis
Perry County Sheriff's Dept.

Chief Jim Bianchi
Sandwich Police Dept.

Hon. Antonio Brown
Macon County Sheriff

Chief George Carpenter
East Dundee Police Dept.

Chief William Clay
Belleville Police Dept.

Chief Kevin Cox
Walnut Police Dept.

Chief Bruce Dayno
Riverwoods Police Dept.

Chief Stephen Dickson
Rockton Police Dept.

Hon. Douglas Dyhrkopp
Gallatin County State’s Attorney

Chief Kevin Eugling
Broadview Police Dept.

Chief George Filenko
Round Lake Park Police Dept.

Chief Michael Gillette
Round Lake Police Dept.

Hon. Karl Groesch
Brown County Sheriff's Dept.



Chief Terry Gross
Carrollton Police Dept.

Hon. Scott Harvel
Union County Sheriff

Chief Steve Herron
Roselle Police Dept.

Chief Steven Husak
Lake Zurich Police Dept.

Chief Michael Jones
Matteson Police Dept.

Hon. Randy Kern
Pulaski County Sheriff

Chief Jimmy Lee
Fox Lake Police Dept.

Hon. David Mahon
Effingham County Sheriff

Dir. Harold Masse
Metropolis Dept. of Public Safety

Chief Justin Meyer
Minooka Police Dept.

Hon. J. Derek Morgan
Wabash County Sheriff

Hon. Andy Myers
Clay County Sheriff

Hon. Devron Ohrn
Cass County Sheriff

Chief Derek Peddycord
Glenwood Police Dept.

Chief Eric Guenther
Mundelein Police Dept.

Hon. Jason Helland
Grundy County State’s Attorney

Chief Wyatt Heyvaert
Albany Police Dept.

Mr. Bill Jenkins
Bill Jenkins

Chief Thomas Jones
Lindenhurst Police Dept.

Chief Dale King
Creve Coeur Police Dept.

Chief William Lustig
Northfield Police Dept.

Hon. Doug Maier
White County Sheriff

Chief Timothy McCarthy
Orland Park Police Dept.

Chief Mark Micetich
Worth Police Dept.

Hon. Eric Morrow
Ogle County State’s Attorney

Chief Laimutus Nargelenas
Springfield Park District

Hon. Mark Oller
Menard County Sheriff

Hon. John Pepmeyer
Knox County State’s Attorney
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Chief Thomas Guenther

College of Lake County Police Dept.

Chief Clinton Herdegen
Libertyville Police Dept.

Hon. Justin Hood
Hamilton County State’s Attorney

Chief James Jensen
Yorkville Police Dept.

Hon. Shawn Kahl
Macoupin County Sheriff

Chief Aaron Klima
Shorewood Police Dept.

Chief John Madden
Burr Ridge Police Dept.

Chief Christopher Mannino
Park Forest Police Dept.

Chief Michael McCoy
Washington Police Dept.

Chief Jay Miller
Alsip Police Dept.

Chief Dennis Murrin
Lansing Police Dept.

Chief Jim O'Shea
River Forest Police Dept.

Chief Jennifer Paulus
Hawthorn Woods Police Dept.

Chief Lazaro Perez
North Chicago Police Dept.



Chief Phillip Perlini
Grayslake Police Dept.

Chief Jim Ritz

Willow Springs Police Dept.

Chief Pat Rollins
Sugar Grove Police Dept.

Chief Kevin Sangston
Spring Valley Police Dept.

Chief Nicholas Sikora
Elburn Police Dept.

Chief Samuel Sinacore
Tower Lakes Police Dept.

Hon. Tricia Smith

Boone County State’s Attorney

Chief Dean Stiegemeier
Maple Park Police Dept.

Chief Alan Swinford
Manteno Police Dept.

Chief Steve Vaccaro
Mokena Police Dept.

Hon. Brian VonderHaar
Adams County Sheriff

Chief Roy Wells Jr.
Robbins Police Dept.

Chief Michael Witz
Franklin Park Police Dept.

Chief Ernest Mobley
Dolton Police Dept.

Hon. Nick Petitgout
McDonough County Sheriff

Hon. Rick Robbins
Montgomery County Sheriff

Chief Ken Rozell
Granite City Police Dept.

Hon. Roger Scott
De Kalb County Sheriff

Chief Michael Simo
Morton Grove Police Dept.

Chief John Sliozis
Deerfield Police Dept.

Mr. Sean Smoot
Sean Smoot

Hon. Wayne Strawn
Marshall County Sheriff

Hon. Tom Templeton
LaSalle County Sheriff

Hon. Brian VanVickle
Ogle County Sheriff

Chief Karl Walldorf
Lake Forest Police Dept.

Chief David Wermes
Wauconda Police Dept.

Mr. Ed Wojcicki

Illinois Association of Chiefs of

Police
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Chief Jim Phelps
Bourbonnais Police Dept.

Hon. Neal Rohlfing
Monroe County Sheriff

Chief Thomas Sanders
Spring Grove Police Dept.

Chief Thomas Scully
Orland Hills Police Dept.

Hon. Chris Sims
Moultrie County Sheriff

Hon. Matt Smith
Woodford County Sheriff

Hon. David Snyders
Stephenson County Sheriff

Chief Dustin Sutton
Peoria Heights Police Dept.

Hon. Dusty Terrill
Mercer County Sheriff

Hon. Bennie Vick
Williamson County Sheriff

Chief Dave Weigand
Crestwood Police Dept.

Chief Jim Winters
Sycamore Police Dept.

Chief Kristen Ziman
Aurora Police Dept.



